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Skill, Employment and Entrepreneurship Department reviewed by CM

Mass fish deaths
in Dighalipukhuri
Guwahati: Scores of death fish were
found floating on the Dighalipukhuri
tank in Guwahati. Following the detection of many dead fish floating on the
water and reporting of the incident in
the media, Minister for Fisheries,
Parimal Suklabaidya directed the officials of the department to visit the site
and ascertain the cause behind the
mass deaths of fish. Officials of the
department after examination of the
collected samples of the dead fish and
the water body found that dissolved
oxygen depletion in the tank coupled
with high organic load were the causes
behind the deaths of fish. "Fish mortality was due to sudden dip in oxygen
level and high organic load in the tank.
Departmental officers after examination
found deaths of fish
Contd Page 8

Guwahati: Chief Minister Dr. Himanta
Biswa Sarma reviewed the functioning of
the Skill, Employment and Entrepreneurship Department and Directorate of Employment & Craftsman Training at his conference hall at Janata Bhawan and issued
several directions. A detailed presentation
of the activities of the department was also
given at the beginning of the meeting. For
smoothening and simplifying the process
of online registration of unemployed
youths, the Chief Minister directed the
department to launch an online portal for
facilitating free of cost registration linking
their ADHAAR numbers. He also directed
to include the option to
Contd Page 8

Handloom & Textiles
Department reviewed
Guwahati: Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma reviewed the
activities and schemes being
implemented by the Handloom &
Textiles and Sericulture Department with officials of the department at the conference room of his
office at Janata Bhawan. While
reviewing the ongoing schemes
and proposed initiatives, the Chief

Yoga Delegates
meet Education
Minister of Assam
Guwahati: A team of delegates from the Department of "Yogic Science and
Naturopathy"
of
Mahapurusha Srimanta
Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya have met the
Honourable Education
Minister of the state Dr.
Ranoj Pegu on 29th June.
The Head of the Department Dr. Ujjwal Arun
Maske along with faculty
members Mrs.Varsha
Maske, Mrs.Madhan
Borah, Ms. Lily Chetia discussed about the "Importance of Yoga and its extension" with the education minister and requested
him for the inclusion of
Yoga as a subject in school
curriculum as well as in the
college level. They also
have made the Education
Minister aware that
Mahapurusha Srimanta
S a n k a r a d e v a
Viswavidyalaya is the
pionier university in the
entire North East region
which introduced Yoga

Department for the first
time and offering regular
courses- Master Degree
(M.A./M.Sc.,Ph.D.) in Yogic Science and Naturopathy. Apart from these, Department is also offering
part time Certificate and
Diploma in Yoga. Since
2015, Yoga day is being
celebrated Internationally
and there is demand in foreign countries for Yoga
Teachers from India. Keeping in view, the importance
of Yoga for all round development of students,
Contd Page 8
specially

Minister said that women of the
state have core competency in
weaving and for strengthening the
handloom & textiles sector, the
department must adopt a pragmatic approach. He directed to
conduct an intense brainstorming
for drafting a plan to transform the
department into a potent platform
for the weavers. Contd Page 8

Last week at a glance
* PM lauds GST on its completion of 4 years
* CM Dr Sarma remembers Kargil War Martyr
Captain Jintu Gogoi
* Vice President stresses the need to address vaccine hesitancy
* Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh hails ISRO for
aiding India's COVID battle
* Union Minister Pralhad Joshi releases 'Provisional
Coal Statistics 2020-21'
* Cabinet approves MoU between India and Nepal
in the field of Health Research
* Delimitation Commission to visit Jammu & Kashmir
* Oxygen Expresses cross the milestone of 35000
MT of LMO delivery in service to the Nation

Indian Red Cross
Hospital gifted Oxygen
Generators by Governor
Guwahati: Assam Governor Prof. Jagdish Mukhi
symbolically handed over
seven oxygen generators to
three district Red Cross hospitals to strengthen their
fight against
COVID-19
pandemic at a
function held
at Raj Bhavan.
It may be
noted that the
Indian Red
Cross Society,
Assam State Branch with
the help and support of the
Red Cross Society, National
Headquarter,NewDelhihave
received these oxygen generators from Canadian Red
Cross society as donation
to Red Cross Hospitals located in Silchar, Karimganj
and Guwahati.Accordingly,
the Governor has handed
over two numbers of oxygen
generators to Silchar Red
Cross Hospital, two numbers to Karimganj Red Cross
Hospital and three numbers

of oxygen generators to
Guwahati Red Cross Hospital. The Governor while
thanking the Canadian Red
Cross for the gesture said
that this will empower the respective
hospitals to
boost their
capability to
render emergency care
including
oxygen support to the
COVID patients. This gesture will also go a long way
in augmenting oxygen related support system of the
hospitals, the Governor
added. MLA Silchar
Dipayan Chakraborty, General Secretary, Indian Red
Cross Society, Assam state
Branch
Diganta
Bujarbaruah, Acting Chairman Biren Sonowal along
with other officials of Indian
Red Cross Society, Assam
chapter were present on the
occasion.

International MSME Day observed

Guwahati: Industry Minister
Chandra Mohan Patowary participated in a webinar organized by the
Industries and Commerce Department on the occasion of 'International MSME Day'. Officials of the
Commissionerate of Industries and
Commerce, AIDC, AIIDC, ASIDC,
MSME-DI, National Small Industries Corporation, General Managers of DICCs,NIC, FINER, Assam
Start-Up, business leaders, entrepreneurs participated in the virtual
meeting. The United Nations GenContd Page 8
eral Assembly,
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NECSEWA
offered financial aid to the
members of
Dorbar Shnong

Shillong: At a time when the whole
nation is battling the Covid Crisis, the
North Eastern Council Secretariat
Employees' Welfare Association
(NECSEWA) offered financial aid to
the members of Dorbar Shnong
(Nongrim Hills) for a Covid Care Centre at the NEC Secretariat in presence
of members of Dorbar Shnong and
senior officials of NEC as a humanitarian gesture. A cheque of Rs 3 lakhs
was handed over to the headman
Dorbar Shnong, Nongrim Hills, Shri
Bantylli Nari by Patron NECSEWA
and Secretary NEC, Shri K Moses
Chalai. Speaking on the occasion, Secretary Shri K Moses Chalai said, "It is
heartwarming to know that in such a
crisis situation, community has
stepped forward to counter the challenge." He also said, "As a token of
commitment to the society, NEC is
extending support to Dorbar Shnong
because these are trying times and if
we are together, we can overcome the
challenges." Appreciating the gesture
of NEC, the headman Dorbar Shnong
Shri Bantylli Nari said, "NEC has always extended support to Dorbar
Shnong and as the cases kept surging
we passed a resolution from the
Dorbar to start our own Corona Care
Centre to especially cater to the
weaker section of the society and
NEC came forward to help us.

Cachar holds
second position
for second consecutive day in
the state in
vaccination drive

Silchar: Cachar achieves magnificent
milestone in the three day long mega
vaccination drive. The district sets the
record of holding the second position in
the state for the second day in a row by
vaccinating 20,238 people in the district.
With this, Cachar district has been able
to earn official status of securing 2nd
position in the state for administering 2nd
maximum number of doses for two consecutive days in the state. After
Kamrup Metro, Cachar has achieved
highest in terms of number and in terms
of target achieved highest (142%)
among the districts.It is pertinent to
mention here that on Tuesday, Cachar
became the second highest vaccinated
district in the state by vaccinating 20,029
people. On Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, 63,114 people were given
jeb in the district. As many as 344,000
people were vaccinated in the district
till Wednesday. It is worth mentioning
that Cachar district is ranked third in the
state in terms of vaccination on Monday. This is stated in a press release issued from DDIPR office silcharAssam.

Chief Minister Dr. Sarma
visits Bhuragaon; talks
to parents of the minor girl
Enquires progress of investigation; asks police to deal sternly with the incident
Morigaon: Chief Minister Dr.
Himanta Biswa Sarma visited
Bhuragaon in Morigaon district and
took stock of the investigation into the
incident where a nine-year old girl
belonging to a religious minority was
molested and murdered on 20 June.
He asked Superintendent of Police
(SP)Morigaon Aparna Natarajan to
nab the culprits and hand them exemplary punishment as per law of the
land. Chief Minister Dr Himanta
Biswa Sarma also talked to the parents of the unfortunate girl, empathised
with them and assured them that culprits will not be spared as massive
manhunt is underway for their arrest.
Dr Sarma also asked SP to take all
possible steps and handle the case in
such a manner so that the perpetrators of the heinous crime can be tried
and it acts as a deterrent against commission of crime against women.
Chief Minister Dr. Sarma said, "Every life is precious. What happened

at Bhuragaon in Morigaon district to
a religious minority minor girl was
really very unfortunate. I assured the
parents of the girl that the perpetrators of the crime will not be spared".
Member of Parliament Dilip Saikia,

MLA Morigaon Ramakanta Deuri
and MLA Lahorighat Dr. Asif
Mohammad Nazar, DGP Bhaskar
Jyoti Mahanta and other top officers
of civil and police administrations were
present during Chief Minister's visit.

RPF NFR recovered
contraband goods from trains

Agartala: Continuing the fight against
transportation of contraband items in
trains, the Railway Protection Force
(RPF) of Northeast Frontier Railway
(NFR) recovered contraband goods
worth about Rs. 47.55 lakh during 13th
to 20th June, 2021. The contraband
items include morphin valued Rs. 43
lakh (approx.) and ganja worth about
Rs. 4.55 lakh were recovered during
regular checks and drives at various
stations and trains over N. F. Railway.
In an incident on 13th June, 2021, RPF
team of RPF Post, Agartala, while

checking in Train No. 01666 DN
(Habibganj Express) special at
Agartala Railway Station, recovered
02 unclaimed bags containing 02
packets Ganja, weighing 3.5 kgs.
Later, the recovered Ganja worth
about Rs. 35 thousand was handed
over to OC/GRP/Agartala for further
legal action. In another incident on 15th
June, 2021 RPF team of RPF/Post/
Kamkhya conducted joint checking
with GRP/Kamakhya in Train No.
02346 DN (Saraighat Express) special at Kamakhya Railway Station.

During checking, one person was detained with one bag on suspicion who
hurriedly trying to board the train
standing on PF/No. 1. On checking
of his bag, 4 packets of suspected
morphin wrapped in polythene cover
were found. Immediately, the person
along with recovered items was taken
to GRP/Kamakhya/Out Post. On further interrogation, the person has been
identified as a resident of Vill: Lilong
Khunou, PO & PS- Lilong and Dist:
Thoubal, Manipur. GRPS/Kamakhya
weighted the recovered items & found
to be 2.710 Kgs and valued ascertained as Rs. 43 lakhs (approx.). The
arrested person along with recovered
articles was taken up by GRP/
Kamakhya for further legal action. On
17th June, 2021, during routine checking against contraband goods in Train
No. 03174 DN (Kanchanjunga Express) special at Agartala Railway Station, RPF team of RPF/Post/Agartala
recovered one unclaimed bag from
berth of a coach. On checking, 11 packets ganja weighing about 21 kgs were
found. Later, the recovered ganja valued about Rs. 2.10 lakh was handed
over to OC/GRP/Agartala for further
legal action. Again on 17th June, 2021,
train escort party of RPF Outpost/
Dhupguri while escorting Train No.
03148 DN (Uttar Banga Express) special, recovered one unclaimed bag in a
coach which contained 16.40 kgs ganja.
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Dronacharya Award

is the
tallest award reserved for
Sports coaches in the country. In the words of the Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Dronacharya Award
is meant to: 1. Honour
coaches who have done outstanding and meritorious
work on a consistent basis
and enabled sportspersons to
excel in international events.
2. Motivate coaches to dedicate themselves with a singularity of purpose of raising
the standard of sportspersons
to highest performance in international events and thus
bring glory to the country.
Since instituted in 1985 only
two Sportspersons from the
Northeast have received the
prestigious Dronacharya
Award. L Ibomcha Singh of
Manipur in Boxing and
Bishweshwar Nandi from
Tripura in Gymnastics. In
these 35 years, Assam has
failed to produce a Coach
deserving the Dronacharya
Award. And this is a cause
for concern for a State that
has embellished its Sporting
arena with some outstanding
athletes for the past several
decades. Rather, we aimed to
excel and to achieve at the
highest level without realizing
and emphasizing on the importance of indefatigable,
passionate, technically sound
coaches that could pitchfork
Sportspersons to glory and
greatness. Coaches are cog
in the wheel and truly great
ones keep the wheel running.
How many Olympians can
Assam boast of? Only two.
Dipankar Bhattacharjee represented Assam in the 1992
and 1996 Olympics in Badminton. Boxer Shiva Thapa
participated in the 2012 and
2016 Olympics. Archer
Jayanta Talukdar represents
Steel Plant Sports Board
(SPSB) and Jharkhand as he
is an employee of Tata Steel,
based in Jharkhand. Why
have our sports infrastructure, sports policy and the
sporting environment failed to
produce Olympians consistently? Football, Badminton,
Table Tennis, Boxing, Swimming, Archery and Shooting
are few of the disciplines
where Sportspersons from
the State have shown promise and performed well at
National and international
events. Cricket, a non Olympic sport has produced its
share of promising Cricketers but none could achieve a
spot in Test or 50 over format. 2 | P a g e In the seventies, Assam gave India two
outstanding Tennis Players,
National Champions Susan
Das Choudhury and Bidyut
Goswami. Tennis in the State
has had an envious history.
The Sivasagar Tennis club
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was established in 1901 which
is older than the Calcutta
South club, famously described as the cradle of Indian Tennis. Jorhat Tennis
club too completed a century
of its establishment. The India Club in Guwahati formed
in 1932 is another Tennis club
which shaped the foundation
of Lawn Tennis in Assam despite Tennis having been an
elitist sport for better part of
the last century. But then
again where are our own
Ramesh Krishnan, Vijay
Amritraj, Leander Paes or
for that matter Susan Das
Choudhury 2.0 excelling at
the highest platform? Recently, Tanisha Kashyap became the first Assamese to
represent India at the
Wimbledon. There are a few
bright stars on the horizon but
will they ace it? Are they the

participate in the 69 kg welterweight division at the
2021 Tokyo Olympics. All
the Olympic bound Boxers
are under the tutelage of acclaimed coaches and are
supported by SAI and
sports foundations. It has
been more than 50 years
since Bhogeswar Baruah
won the Gold at the 1966
Bangkok Asian Games. And
thousands of track and field
athletes, multiple sports 3 |
P a g e infrastructures,
Coaches, government aid
and participation in national
and international events
later, Assam has but one
track and field athlete in
Hima Das, representing and
winning medals for the
State in the World Junior
Track and Field Championships, Commonwealth and
Asian Games. Bemusing

Olympic berth! With sporting icons illuminating the
sporting landscape of the
State over the decades, not
surprisingly the shine has
lost its lustre overtime in absence of Dronacharyas that
nurtures and shapes consistent winners. Dronacharya
L Ibomcha Singh has given
his State Manipur 38 international medalists. Two
Arjuna awardees, four
Olympians, two World
champions, one World Military Games champion and
multiple Asian Champions
don his impressive resume.
M.C. Mary Kom and
Dingko Singh, the 1998
Asian Games Gold medalist are two of his illustrious
wards. L Ibomcha Singh is
a National Games and senior national boxing championships Bronze medalist.

Assam doesn't have
a single Dronacharya
.

products of the system or
have they made it because of
parental support and their
own hardwork, zeal and commitment? Table Tennis and
Badminton were once the
forte of Assam. The State
contributed gifted Paddlers to
the Nation in the seventies,
eighties and a better part of
the nineties. So dominant
were they that Paddlers from
other States used to be in
awe of them and follow their
styles. It was a golden period
of sports in Assam during
those
decades
when
Sportspersons and athletes of
the State excelled in multiple
disciplines and represented
India in the Asian Games and
World
championships.
Monalisa Barua Mehta, married to ace Paddler Kamlesh
Mehta is the second
Assamese recipient of the
Arjuna award. Madalasa
Hazarika, Arunjyoti Barua,
Tridib Duarah, Nandini
Barua, Nipjyoti Barua are
few of the well known Table
Tennis Players of Assam
that did the State and the
country proud in different
national and international
events. Boxers Shiva
Thapa, Lovlina Borgohain,
Jamuna Boro, Bhagyabati
Kachari and Ankushita
Boro have set the Boxing
ring ablaze with their skills,
tact and craft. Lovlina
Borgohain, the 6th Arjuna
awardee from the State is
also the first female athlete
from Assam to represent India at the Olympics. She will

Tapan Kumar Gogoi

and disheartening! This
counting the fact that
Assam played host to the
National and South Asian
Federation (SAF) Games in
the last two decades. What
were the governments doing all these years and especially, why were there no
productive and visionary
goals framed? Aren't the officials in charge of the department equally responsible? Post his retirement;
Arjun Bhogeswar Baruah
opened a track and field
Academy at Demow and
after three years it had to
be closed down due to
shortage
of
funds!
Bhogeswar Baruah and
Hima Das are born natural
athletes. The State is fortunate and privileged to have
them. Assuming that even
they were born in other
States they would still win
medals galore. It beguiles
us to think that an athlete of
the talent and natural ability of Bhogeswar Baruah
could participate only in one
Asian Games. He was 26
years old when he won the
gold at Bangkok. He could
have very well participated
in the previous or subsequent Asian Games bettered
his own timing and probably
win another medal! Sriram
Singh Shekhawat won Gold
in the 800 metres in the
1974 and 1978 Asiad. Besides he is also a two time
Olympian. Bhogeshwar
Baruah's biggest regret is
that he missed out on an

His unwavering passion and
love for Boxing has endured
him to this day. He is an icon
in Manipur. So obsessed
and passionate was he about
Boxing that he would run
from his home to Imphal,
covering a distance of 70
kilometres just to have a feel
of the Boxing ring and practice!! It was in the 80s when
Imphal had the only Boxing
facility of national standard.
When an unfortunate incident prevented him from
participating in the prestigious President's Gold Cup
in Jakarta, his life as a
Boxer took a decisive turn.
He decided that he will give
up the Boxing Gloves and
turn to coaching full time. It
was 1986. The words engraved in his training hall
'give me your sincerity; I
will give you your future'
speaks volumes of the man
that gave birth to modern
boxing in Manipur. Dipa
Karmakar has scaled insurmountable obstacles and
braved challenges in her
pursuit to be a Gymnast par
excellence. Her journey
from a lithe featherweight
athlete to a powerhouse in
the discipline is an adventure steeped in few fairytale
moments at the surface as
one would like to perceive
it yet, deep beneath is a
rock solid tale of guts, grit
and gumption. Bishweshwar
Nandi has seen it all. A five
time National champion
Coach Nandi has weathered all to shape a champion

athlete the country has
never
seen
before.
Dronacharya Bishweshwar
Nandi is an example of
sheer
commitment,
hardwork and resilience.
For close to two decades
Bishweshwar Nandi nurtured not just an athlete but
also a daughter that dared
to dream big. The ups and
downs both the coach and
protégé faced could have
flattened mere mortals. But
understandably, the duo was
not to be cowed down because of the ordeals. That
Dipa was diagnosed with
having flat feet and virtually
ruled out of Gymnastics because of the condition only
made them both more determined to challenge the
physical drawback and put
in more hardwork. Such
was the unwavering focus
of the father figure coach
that once he refused Sachin
Tendulkar an appointment
with Dipa as she was practicing. Sachin Tendulkar
was the Ambassador of the
Indian contingent for the
2016 Rio Olympics. In his
own words he put Dipa in
virtual house arrest to the
extent that he even barred
her from using her mobile
phone. Dipa Karmakar
stood fourth at the 2016 Rio
Olympics but her feat inspired a thousand others in
the country and was worth
its weight in gold as she left
the stadium a trail blazer,
true to the Olympic motto of
faster, higher and stronger.
Dronacharya Bishweshwar
Nandi was the shadow that
stood by her in the darkest
of days and added lustre to
her brightest moments. Not
just a maverick coach but a
modest human being too. 5 |
P a g e In the hunt for promising talents, in the effort to
create a healthy sports environment in the State we
should remember no less that
the words that lift the spirits, the heart that fathoms the
feelings, the hand that prevents from falling and the
mind that strengthens the
dream, the dogged, no-nonsense coach is the sculptor
and also the vestibule that
binds expectations and investments to gift us with
reams of happiness through
the champion that he or she
so sculpted and shaped. This
Coach is the Dronacharya.
About time Assam has one to
genuinely inspire many.
(Humble respects to all the
Sporting Coaches of the State
that gave their sweat, toil and
tears to shape the hopes and
dreams of athletes, their parents and well wishers.
(The author can be
reached at
Phone No
8638139679)
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For India a deviation in the principle
of non-violence is very critical indeed.
A perception is being created in international circles that the largest democracy in the world has not matured
enough as a democracy. The Union
Government now needs to step forward and control the situation. Politically motivated violence involves attacks on individuals/institutions, disruption of normal life and all other hostile
activities carried out by a political entity to fulfil its agenda. Logically
speaking, such violence has no place
in a democratic dispensation where
matters are to be resolved through
debate and the ultimate power of the
vote. There is, in recent times and very
sadly, a deviation in this principle of
non-violence being witnessed in India.
The spectre of violence has increased
significantly since a single party has
gained absolute majority in the Union
Parliament. Violence has become a
primary tool of expression for the opposition and has been witnessed more
in states where the Government is of
parties in opposition at the national
level. The state legislative assembly
election in West Bengal witnessed
unprecedented violence as a prelude
to the voting. In September 2019, BJP
Member of Parliament, Arjun Singh,
suffered head injuries in the course of
a police baton charge at Kankinara,
West Bengal. There were other violent clashes also reported from mid2019 onwards, some leading to imposition of Section 144; there are reports
of BJP workers having been shot at
point blank range. In West Bengal,
about 4000 villages were targeted by
TMC. The rioters destroyed property/
houses and, most disgracefully, indulged in rape and molestation. More
than 35 persons have been reported
killed in these barbaric incidents of
violence. Strangely, the violence escalated significantly even after the
results were declared and the ruling
Trinamool Congress (TMC) came
back with a comfortable majority.
Within hours of the results being declared, reports came in of entire villages being attacked by mobs; this
continued for almost a week. The
speed, ferocity and efficiency with
which the attacks were carried out
indicated that preparation had been
made much earlier. About 4000 villages were targeted; the rioters destroyed property/houses and, most disgracefully, indulged in rape and molestation. More than 35 persons have
been reported killed in these barbaric
incidents of violence. The perpetrators of the attack were mostly Muslims and the most affected area was
the border belt. Interestingly, it was
not only members of the opposition
parties (BJP and others) who were
targeted, on the radar were Hindus
regardless of party affiliations. The
obvious derivative is the existence of
a larger plan to drive residents of a
particular community away from their
homeland along the border to gain
complete domination of the area by
the Muslims. Fact finding committees
sent in by the government and by social service organisations speak of a
pall of fear having been created. The
police and administration remained in
a state of paralysis. The ruling TMC

and its leadership did not take any initiative to quell the violence until compelled to do so by the Government of
India and various pressure groups.
Now the state government is not taking any steps to rehabilitate the displaced persons. This sensitive job is
being done by social institutions and
organisations that are taking a lead in
providing legal and economic aid as
well as shelter and security to the displaced people. The hapless victims of
violence are now being motivated by
the social organisation to get back to
their homes but there is resistance
among them due to the fear psychosis. Punjab is yet another state where

political agendas of the local mainstream parties remain relevant. It is
quite obvious that the aforementioned
attacks were carried out to send out a
political message. The goons at the
behest of some political masters
wanted to convey that certain parties
will not be allowed to carry out any
political activity in the affected states.
Something similar, albeit in lesser intensity, is happening in other states
across India too. Earlier, the general
public was left unharmed during the
conduct of abrasive political activity.
Today, a condition has come whereby
fatality cases from politically motivated
violent incidents are higher than those

Attacks on Villagers of Bengal
A Threat to Indian Democracy

.

Jaibans Singh

violence to achieve political ends has
been witnessed especially in the wake
of the farmers agitation. BJP workers are not even being allowed to carry
out legitimate political activity, thus
putting the very basic right to freedom
of expression under threat. On 12
October, 2020, Punjab BJP President
Ashwani Sharma was attacked by a
violent mob in Hoshiarpur. A little after, the houses of many BJP leaders
were surrounded by violent mobs and,
in some instances, tons of garbage was
thrown outside the houses of senior
BJP functionaries. In March 2021, a
BJP MLA in Punjab, Arun Narang,
was thrashed and his clothes were torn
while conducting a party meeting in
Malout. On 13 April, 2021, Shri Ram
Gopal, the State head of "Haryaval
Punjab," a social welfare organisation
dedicated to promoting organic farming, sowing and growing of trees and
greenery, management of plastic
waste and similar good environment
enabling projects was attacked by a
politically motivated mob at Ferozepur
. On 2 November, 2018, a BJP leader,
Anil Parihar and his brother were assassinated in Kishtwar, Jammu and
Kashmir. This raised apprehensions of
a resurrection of terrorist activities in
areas south of the Pir Panjal that has
been free of militancy and terrorism
for more than a decade now In Jammu
and Kashmir, open threats continue to
be given to BJP workers even as many
have been assassinated. On 2 November, 2018, a BJP leader, Anil Parihar
and his brother were assassinated in
Kishtwar, Jammu and Kashmir. This
raised apprehensions of a resurrection
of terrorist activities in areas south of
the Pir Panjal that has been free of
militancy and terrorism for more than
a decade now. There continues to exist
a nexus between certain rogue political elements and terrorist Tanzeems
operating in the Kashmir Valley. Ajay
Pandita alias "Bharti"-Sarpanch from
South Kashmir Anantnag followed by
Wasim Bari, his father and brother fell
victims of the handiwork of these very
affiliations. These murders have been
carried out with a view to deter the
emerging parties and cadres in the
valley, besides ensuring that the vested

perpetrated by acts of terrorism. Hatred and frustration are the tools being used to instigate people onto this
path. The essence of social debate is
being lost out in the midst of turmoil
and insecurity. This is a very recent
and wholly unprecedented phenomenon. Such activities bordering on outright criminality have, sadly, been identified by some as the most effective
means of gaining political leverage. In
this brutality lies outright misuse of
power to the extent of weakening the
very fabric of democracy and leading
to a great risk to its security, sovereignty
and integrity; it is indicative of the darker
sides of politics . The phenomenon gets
further leveraged on social media
where justification is created for the
horrendous acts to the extent of them
being welcomed. Violence of this nature inhibits individuals from participating in social and political life which is

the essence of a vibrant democracy.
For India, the largest democracy in the
world, the situation is very critical indeed. Due to the existing political instability, a perception is being created
in international circles that the country
has not matured enough as a democracy. If unchecked, the present situation has the potential of spiralling out
of control. Such a situation would go
against the fundamental rights endorsed
in the Constitution of India whose upholding is the primary responsibility of
the state. In other words, India will
come across as a weak state. It is
therefore the duty of the Union Government to step forward courageously
and control the situation. Primacy needs
to be given to ensuring security of all
citizens and to constitutional righteousness and justification.Any activity that
goes against the aforementioned parameters needs to be contested by all
powers vested in the state. These powers need to be used in a timely manner so that they have the desired effect. Any further delay in addressing
the serious situation that is being created in the country would be the harbinger of disaster. Simultaneously,
community leaders and social
organisations should discourage citizens from following a path so detrimental to the democratic norms and
security of the nation. The evil agendas of those using violence for personal political gain need to be exposed
and denounced. No democratic country, least of all India, can remain strong
when a weak, non-representative opposition leadership having no confidence in its ability to perform depends
upon the show of power to stay relevant. It is the duty of the Government, the civil society, the opinion
makers and all citizens to ensure that
political activity stays within accepted
democratic norms.
(The writer is a strategic analyst,
writer and author)
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EDITORIAL

Add Yoga negate Covid

On last 21st June, 2021 more than 183 countries around

the world celebrated the International Yoga Day to relive
the magic of Yoga, the ancient Indian holistic and integral
science devoted to bringing a balance between physical,
mental, emotional and spiritual health of humanity.Aquestion naturally arises as to why 177 countries of the world
including Turkey, a most orthodox Islamic country cosponsored the decision in the United Nations for adoption
of June 21 as the International Day of Yoga. May be, like
other enlightened nations they also knew that Yoga is a
thousand year old proven science patronized by the most
eminent Persian Islamic scholarAl Biruni in early 11th century, who translated the Yoga Sutras in Arabic and Persian
languages because he adored and respected the discourses.
The world as a whole voted for the decision because they
were aware that the Yoga Sutras were originally compiled
sometime between 500 BCE and 400 CE, by the Indian
sage Patanjali and is the most ancient science dealing with
physical, Mental and spiritual wellness of the mankind. The
universal adoration and acceptance was also because the
world understood the utility and efficacy of Yoga, the science of natural healing far removed from the artificial
chemicals and harmful radio waves.
Prior to the onset of Covid=19 pandemic, only a small
number of people used to practice Yoga for their personal
wellbeing. When the tiny and invisible Corona virus knocked
on the doors of the world, no country was prepared for it in
terms of resources, capabilities and medicines and their
people were at sea. The Doctors treated the affected conventionally and stressed on immunity and robust diet. There
were distress calls from all corners for oxygen and medicine. Scores of people died and the Doctors could not help
them much, although they tried their best.
At such a difficult time, traditional health scientists
and Yoga experts came forward and prescribed yogic
therapy for escaping the wreath of corona virus variant,
better known as Covid-19. They told us that practicing
yoga could achieve greater success in fighting the novel
coronavirus as it boosts the immune system to effectively fight the dreaded virus. Corona virus is said to
damage the respiratory system and the experts and yoga
practitioners advised that Pranayama, the breathing exercise can improve the functioning of lungs and help
pumping oxygen-rich blood to all cells of the body. They
further stated that Meditative breath awareness helps in
reducing anxiety and stress by reducing the cortisol level
and enhancs the alpha brain wave. It makes the body
stable and calm the mind and balances the functions of
the neuroendocrine system. They asserted that there are
many yogic asanas, or postures, that boost the endocrine
system, strengthening the thyroid and adrenal glands, as
well as the liver and kidney. They stressed on hormonal
balance because it is the key to improving immunity and
a person with strong immunity has greater success in
fighting the COVID-19 infection. It is a medically established fact that anxiety and stress trigger the sympathetic nervous system which causes several problems
including hypertension, lack of concentration, shortness
of breath and loss of appetite. The experts contend that
a yogic lifestyle helps to calm our minds because it triggers our parasympathetic nervous system through various asanas and pranayamas, which helps in reducing
tension in muscles and stress on our key organs. In
short it can be concluded that Yoga is an approach to
holistic wellbeing which includes physical and mental
fitness and leads to freedom from psychological stress
and physical ailments. Everything is positive in Yoga
and there is nothing negative in it.
Today, when the whole world is fighting the corona
pandemic, yoga has proved to be a luminous ray of hope.
Yoga can offer us the best protection and remedy almost free of cost at our chosen location. Pandemic is
not over as yet, it will linger on in its various avatars
for many more months, may be years. Remember that
no man made medicine can address all complications
of Covuid-19, which Yoga can. So add Yoga to your
life to negate effects of Covid and its progenies.

India's IT Rules 2021: A step
to empower social media users

.

Pankaj Singh & Gautam Jha

The Government of India, in the exercise of
its power under section 87(2) of the Information TechnologyAct, 2000 (hereinafter referred
to as the Act), and in supersession of the earlier Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines) Rules 2011, framed the Information Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and
Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021 (hereinafter referred to as the Rules) and notified
the same on 25.02.2021. Recently the special
Rapporteurs of the United Nations have written to the Government of India expressing
concern that the Rules of 2021 in their current form do not conform with the International Human Rights norms. They also urged
the Government of India to withdraw, review
or reconsider certain key aspects of the Rules.
Before writing to the Government of India on
the rules, the special rapporteurs should have
gone into the provisions of Rules and the legislative & Judicial approach on the Right to
Privacy in India. Back in 2017, A nine bench
of the Supreme Court of India in the case of
Justice K.S. Puttaswamy(Retd) vs Union of
India, AIR 2017 SC 4161 has ruled that Indians enjoy a fundamental right to privacy, that
it is intrinsic to life and liberty and thus comes
under Article 21 of the Constitution of India.
Since then, the Right to Privacy is a fundamental right of the citizen of India. As far as
the Right to freedom of speech and expressions is concerned, it is expressly guaranteed
under Article 19 (1)(a) of the Constitution of

India. Further Article 19(2) expressly provides
for the reasonable restrictions on Article 19
(1)(a). Under the law of India, if anyone
claims that a particular law infringes fundamental rights of Citizen of India, it is open
for them to challenge it in the Supreme Court
of India under Article 32 of the Constitution
and if the Hon'ble Court find it in conflict with
the fundamental rights it could be struck down
by the Supreme Court of India. India's democratic credentials are well recognized across
the globe and an Independent Judiciary and
a free press are indispensable parts of India's
democratic structure. The Rules of 2021 are
framed to empower ordinary users of the
social media of India. After the enforcement
of these Rules, the victims of abuse on social media platforms would have a forum for
redressal of their grievances. The enactment
of the Rules of 2021 had become necessary
due to widespread concerns about issues relating to increased instances of abuse of social media and digital platforms, including inducement for recruitment of terrorists, circulation of obscene content, the spread of
disharmony, financial frauds, incitement of
violence, public order etc. Which ultimately
undermines the National Security of a sovereign country. Various crimes are frequently
carried out on social media but due to the lack
of robust intermediary rules offenders often
get away with it.
(Contd Page 15)

Rape as a Weapon
.

Nishant Kr Azad

Tinamool Congress goons have used rape
and violence as twin strategies to gain political supremacy in Bengal. Despite mounting
evidence, the Mamata Banerjee Government
has turned a blind eye to the worrying trend.
The deafening silence over the horrific crimes
on Hindu women shows the intellectual dishonesty of the intelligentsia and media.
Agroup of Trinamool goons-all Muslimsarmed to the teeth descended on the house
of Pinky Baj, 34, at Jaygram in 24 North
Parganas. They assailed her with expletives
and showered abuses on her Gods and Goddesses. "Khanki magi (bloody whore).....Jaisi
tumhari hindu devi maa Kaali nangi hai, waise
hi tumko nanga karenge…rape karenge…Jo
tumahre Hindu bhagwaan hai .. Jo tumhare
thakur Jai Sri Ram aur Kaali hain…" Rest is
unprintable. (Bloody whore, just like your
Goddess Kali is naked, we will strip you also
naked. We will rape you. We will rape your
Gods Shri Ram and Kali.) Pinky and her 17year-old son will never forget the terror they
experienced on that day. In her complaint to
the National Commission for Scheduled
Castes, New Delhi, Pinky has narrated the
nightmare that unfolded on May 2 evening.
According to Pinky, the harassment had begun long before the results were declared.
Pinky, a member of a Schedule Caste community, was the BJP polling agent on April
17 and TMC agents started abusing her at
the polling booth, threatening that when their
party would come to power, they would shoot

her in the open, and rape her before doing
so. On that very day, while on the way home
after polling got over, Pinky and her son were
allegedly confronted by Mujaffar Baidya,
Mahabur Baidya, Akhar Bhagi, Aja Mullah,
Labawali Ghazi and her 17-year-old son was
brutally thrashed. Constant threats followed,
along with the filthiest abuses. "They have
tortured me physically, mentally and attacked
my religious beliefs by abusing my Gods. It
is such a humiliation that I cannot forget it
ever in my life." Pinky states she and her son
somehow managed to run away from the village. But the humiliation for the family did
not end there. Pinky's husband, Sadhan Baj,
who works outside the village, tried to sort
out things and called up Mujaffar,pleading,
"My wife works for BJP but I don't …... let
me come to my house village." Mujaffar replied: "Pahle apni patni ko mere haath mein
de, phir gaon mein aane dega, Apni biwi ko
mere ko de, tab tu gaon aa sakta hai". (First
send your wife to my custody, then you will
be allowed to enter the village. Give her to
me, then you can come.) In today's Bengal,
it is a tall order to hope for justice. But all she
wants is justice for her and family. "These
goons should be taken to task," she says.
Pinky is not alone. And it did not end with
just threats. There have been countless such
horror stories where women were stripped,
paraded naked, raped and even murdered.
BJP leader and Singha Bahini President
Devdutta Maji has rescued (Contd Page 14)
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The Book on 'Disasters Management
in Paper Industries' - A Review
The per capita consumption of paper
in a country is said to be the index of
civilization Paper is the sheet of fibers
and chemically composed materials of
single layer made in the paper machine
or by hand, and are mainly used for
communication and packaging. A paper board is a single or multiple layers
of sheets either made in the cylinder
mould machine or by hand consisting
of fibers and chemically mixed materials. In short, the pulp and paper industry is one of the dominant and most
priority industries for educational, cultural, and socio-economic growth of
the people of a country. According to
available information, the nett consumption of paper was 17.188 million
MT in India in 2016 as against pulp/
paper/paper board production of 14.96
million MT with per capita consumption of about 13.0 kg of paper. There
are presently about 813 numbers of
paper mills in India, which account for
about 2.6% of the world's paper production providing about 5 lakhs direct
and about 15 lakhs indirect employment. Indian paper mills are also importing newsprints and secondary fibers to meet up its production demand.
It is well-known fact that any form
of industrial and economic growth often accelerates the degradation of the
natural environment creating deforestation and extraction of natural resources from the earth. On the other
hand, the environmental growth including forestation and restoration or preservation of natural resources decelerates the urbanization, industrial, and
economic growth in the universe. The
production of virgin pulp to manufacture paper and paper board very often

calls for creation of pollutions accompanied with different forms of disasters which needs modern pollution control and disaster management technology. The paper mills pollution by and
large is the major sources of disasters
to the working people and neighbouring
living beings, if the adequate and proper
disaster management and pollution control measures are not taken up by the
appropriate authorities in right way at
appropriate time. Thus to keep the sustainable environmental balance conditions and economic and industrial
growth among the human of the world,
adequate scientific management of resources, green transportation, waste to
energy, sustainable fuel use, use of electronic/electric vehicles, replacement of
required conventional energy by renew-

.

to agricultural land which may be one
of the prime sources of manmade disaster to human and other living beings.
The solid wastes, i.e. lime sludge about
550 kg, bamboo or wood dust, fly-ash
and cinders from boilers, coal dusts,
scrap papers etc about 150 Kg as wastage are obtained per ton of pulp produced, bedsides the mechanical wastages of 6-10 kg which generate pollutants specially to soil and caused disasters to agricultural land and to the
people. Huge quantity of gases like
water vapour, fumes, smog, CO, CO2,
H2S, CH3-S-CH3, CH3-S-S-CH3,
CH3-S-H, and the like are the major
sources of gaseous pollutants in the
paper mills and this may be the sources
of disaster to human beings in different forms. One major source of

Dr. Jatindra Nath Deka

able energy, reduction of billion tons of
carbon emission by cultivated area and
appropriate economic planning and the
like are the need of the hour in growth
of any industrial atmosphere so that
natural, manmade or complex disasters
can be reduced in the given society of
human and living beings. The manmade disasters in the human society
and industrial environment are the major hazardous problems within and
around the industrial environment of the
pulp and paper industries also. A paper
mills producing 100 MT of paper per
day need about 1900 M /hr. of water
which in turn generate about 1580 M
of effluent every hour and these unused effluent are disposed off after land
treatment or directly to beel or to river
or to notified low land or to wetland or

manmade disasters of paper mills are
high decibel sound with unacceptable
norms coming out from the operated
machineries which creates disasters to
the working people causing hearing loss.
The long working experiences in the
paper industries as well as in the industries and commerce department of the
Government of Assam along with educational background in the subjects of
pulp and paper technology, chemical
engineering, disaster management, disabilities of people, social work and
business administration, it is experienced that the inadequate and insufficient repairing and/or poor maintenance
and weak management of plant and machineries, poor working environment
and haphazard production of disposable
materials in the form of solids, liquids,

and large-scale emission of gasses, heat
loss and un-bearable noise of paper mills
coupled with labour and management
problems of the authority for various
reasons as outlined above are very often polluting the working environments
and neighbouring areas to unacceptable
and unbearable degree of various industrial problems and in course of time it
may lead to manmade disasters to the
working people and neighbouring
people of the mills creating health hazards including hundreds of fatalities.
The unplanned shut down of paper mills
from months and years together by the
concerned management may create financial hardships to the employees and
this may result health hazards and even
the death of human.
The concerned mills authorities are
well aware about pollutions control and
disasters management with its own well
equipped arrangements for its risk assessment, preparedness, mitigation,
accident control in the working place
and surrounding areas of the mills so
that there would not be any social unrest due to disasters and can grow industrial economic growth in the State.
The disasters management of the
pulp and paper industries is very essential for socio-economic growth of
human populace and protection of the
environment of living beings. Therefore, an attempt has been made in this
book to depict the management of disasters and control of pollutions of the
pulp, paper and paper board industries,
so that the employees working in the
mills and the people residing in the
neighbouring areas of the mills do not
face any health hazard during its operation and can happily live prosper.

Forgotten Hero: A Tribute to Kushal
Konwar on his 78th Death Anniversary
At the peak of the Quit India Movement (1942-43), an Assamese young
man called Kushal Konwar became
the only martyr in the country who was
hanged to death in the dawn of June
15, 1943, at a young age of 38 years.
The story of Kushal Konwar is one
of unwavering patriotism, sacrifice,
and courage. He was implicated in
an incident that took place at midnight
on October 10, 1942. A train carrying British, and American soldiers along with military equipment was derailed at the
Sarupathar Railway Station in the
Golaghat district of Upper Assam. It
led to the death of several thousands
of soldiers, including officers and a
few general passengers. Kushal
Konwar was born on March 21, 1905,
at Balijan near Sarupathar, Golaghat.
He gave up his job as a clerk in a tea
estate so that he could devote himself completely to the cause of India's
freedom. Just like other parts of India, in Assam too, people protested
in large numbers against the policies
of the British Government during the
Quit India Movement. Kushal

Konwar was then a prominent leader
of the Sarupathar District Congress
Unit. Along with Santi Senas (PeaceForces) which were set up throughout the state, Mrityu Bahinis (Suicide
Squads) were also formed which
carried out some serious acts of
sabotage, to paralyze the communications network of the British authorities. In the meantime, the British Government resorted to violent

.

mastermind behind the Sarupathar
train sabotage incident. Kushal
Konwar was advised by many to go
underground, but he outrightly refused. Eventually, Kushal accepted
complete moral responsibility for the
crime in the Court, although there was
no evidence against him to prove him
guilty. It was Kushal's honesty in accepting the crime on behalf of his
fellow countrymen which made him

Dr. Ankita Dutta

measures to suppress the movement.
In collaboration with the Sarupathar
Mrityu Bahini, the District Congress
Unit chalked out a plan to sabotage a
military train. Although Kushal tried
his best, he failed to convince the
members of the District Congress
against carrying out such an activity.
The British military soon cordoned off
the entire Sarupathar area. Many
people were indiscriminately arrested
and physically harassed by the police. It was on October 13, 1942, that
the British police arrested Kushal
Konwar, accusing him of the chief

the perfect scapegoat for C.A.
Humphrey, the then Deputy Commissioner of the district. Besides Kushal
Konwar, Kanakeswar Konwar,
Dharmakanta Deka, and Ghanshyam
Saikia were sentenced to death by
hanging. They were charged with the
guilt of sedition against the colonial
Government. But, except Kushal, the
other three got their sentences commuted to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment through a mercy petition.
Kushal Konwar was innocent but accepted the unlawful sentence without any questioning. To quote the

Gazeteer of India, Assam State Vol1, 'Kushal Konwar, who was believed
to be innocent, was, however, declared to be guilty of sabotage and
awarded capital punishment by the
Court that tried him. He was hanged
in the Jorhat Jail in 1943.' Before his
hanging, Konwar read a few selected
verses from the Bhagavad Gita while
chanting the name of Hari. Although
he was never directly involved in the
train sabotage incident, the
hanging of Kushal Konwar
proved to be another desperate
attempt by the colonial administration
to exert its already declining power
and influence among the natives. In
the memory of Kushal Konwar, the
Government of Assam has renovated
and preserved the lock-up room in the
premises of the Golaghat Police Station where he had spent some time
after his arrest by the British. June
15, the country pays a glowing tribute
to this dynamic freedom fighter from
Assam on his 78th Death Anniversary.
(The author holds a Ph.D. in Political Science and regularly writes on
topics of national and current interest).
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Health Department and NHM
Assam gears up for
the upcoming
World Population
Day (WPD) 2021
amidst Covid-19
Pandemic

Guwahati: World Population Day is
celebrated on 11th July every year.
This year too Assam has geared up
for celebrating the World Population
Day with extensive IEC campaigns
and mobilization of clients. The WPD
will be conducted in two phases1.Mobilization fortnight (Dampatti
Sampark Pakhwada) from 27" June
to 10th July. 2. Population Stabilization Fortnight (Jansankhya Sthirita
Pakhwada) from 11th"to 24" July Access to high-quality, affordable sexual
and reproductive health services and
information, including a full range of
contraceptive methods, is fundamental to realizing the rights and well-being of women and girls, men and boys.
India has adopted a multipronged
strategy to deal with the COVID-19
pandemic. One of the proactive steps
it has taken is in the arena of Reproductive Health services which is essential for reducing unwanted pregnancies thereby minimizing the impact
on maternal and newborn mortalities,
morbidities as well as the health care.
As part of this, emphasis has been
given to provision of modern short and
long- acting reversible contraceptives,
information, counselling and services
including emergency contraception.
India has continued its efforts to expand the range and reach of contraceptive options through rolling out new
contraceptives and delivering a full
range of family planning services at
all levels. Assam has recorded a significant decline in total fertility rate
(TFR) from 2.9 to 2.3 between 2006
and 2016 (SRS) and 1.9 in 2019(NFHS
5) For the upcoming WPD 2021, in
view of the Covid-19 pandemic, the
major thrust will be to empower
people with the knowledge on family
planning and the basket of choice available so that they can opt for family planning method best suited for them. Another high focus will be on the Home
delivery of contraceptives so that the
clients can be provided services at the
door step. Apart from this other methods of Family Planning such as IUCD /
PPIUCD /PAIUCD /Antara inj and
Sterilization services for both male and
female are available in the Govt. Health
facilities. Last year amidst Covid pandemic Assam performed well with 835
sterilizations conducted,20848 IUCD insertions, 7136Antara injections administered, 702229 condoms, 441263 Oral
Contraceptives distributed during the
WPD. There are incentives too for the
acceptors of Sterilization.Forfemale sterilization for districts viz. Baksa, Barpeta,
Darrang, Dhubri, Goalpara, Hailakandi,
Karimganj and Udalguri the incentive is
Rs.2000toRs.3000dependingonthetype
of method (PPS/Minilap/LS) and for
other districts it is Rs. 1400 to Rs.2200.

CM reviews Health Dept's preparation
for enhanced vaccination campaign
Strive to achieve the target 3 lakh vaccinations daily: CM
Guwahati:
Chief
Minister
Dr.Himanta Biswa Sarma held a
meeting with Health Department at
his conference hall at Janata Bhawan
and reviewed the preparation for the
enhanced Covid vaccination campaign
to start from June 21 in the state along
with the whole country. He directed
to achieve the target of 3 lakh daily
vaccinations from June 21 to June 30
on mission mode. He directed that all
guardian ministers and secretaries
must visit their respective districts to
ensure increased vaccination. He directed to target the vulnerable pockets like tea garden areas to widen
vaccination coverage. It is to be mentioned that the central government will
provide free covid-19 vaccines to all
adults from June 21. The central government will now buy 75% of the total production of the vaccine producers and provide to the states free of
cost. Under this initiative, Assam will
receive 11 lakh vaccine doses in the
next few days. Instructing the department to maximise publicity to bring
the people to vaccination centres in
large numbers, the Chief Minister said
that IEC materials must be published
in all major local languages of the state
apart from Assamese to generate

awareness. He also stressed on the
importance to make the people aware
about on-the-spot registration facility
at the vaccine centres along with
online registration. The Chief Minister also directed to engage mobile
team of doctors to oversee vaccination and said that hospitals near vaccination centres must be open to provide medical services to general patients till the close of daily vaccination. Saying that Assam must set an
example in the mega vaccination cam-

paign by performing well to achieve
the target, the Chief Minister directed
the department to hold Video Conferences with DCs regularly in the next
couple of days to iron out issues and
fine-tunepreparations. Health Minister Keshab Mahanta, Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister Samir
Kumar Sinha, Principal Secretary of
Health Department Anurag Goel, MD
NHM Assam Lakshmanan. S were
present in the meeting along with other
senior officers.

Survey reveals abysmal
awareness on oral cancer
Guwahati: Dr. B Borooah Cancer Institute (BBCI), Guwahati conducted a
survey among the general public on
awareness of oral cavity or mouth cancer. The survey was conducted by the
Department of Preventive Oncology at
BBCI. A total of 250 participants were
surveyed to understand different levels of awareness about mouth cancer.
The age of survey participants ranged
from 25 years to 59 years. One hundred and twenty four (49.6%) and 126
(50.4%) participants of the survey
were men and women, respectively.
Among the survey participants, 120
(48%) were from rural areas, 119
(47.6%) were from urban areas, and
11 (4.4%) participants were from
semi-urban locations. In the survey, 98
(39.2%) participants were educated
with postgraduate qualifications, 68
(27.2%) were graduates, and 84
(33.6%) participants had below graduate qualifications. It was seen that 12
(4.8%) survey participants did not know
that cancer can occur in the mouth or
oral cavity. Twenty-six (12.4%) respondents were completely unaware
that tobacco chewing can cause mouth
cancer. Of respondents who were
aware, 218 (97.3%) responses noted
that tobacco in any form was risk factor for mouth cancer, 172 (76.7%) responses noted that areca nut chewing,

khaini, zarda, etc consumption can result in mouth cancer, and poor dental
hygiene as risk for mouth cancer was
seen in 120 (53.5%) responses. A total
of 42 (16.8%) respondents do not know
about presenting signs and symptoms
of mouth cancer. Shockingly, 67
(26.8%) respondents who participated
in the survey never heard about oral
cavity cancer screening for its early
detection. It was seen in the survey
that 120 (48%) respondents were unaware that people who are 30-60 years
of age should get their mouth examined by a dentist or doctor or even
trained healthcare worker every 3
years for good oral hygiene and prevention of oral cancer. Similarly, it was
shocking to see 42 (16.8%) respondents
were unaware that early detection of
oral cancer can cure it. It was good to
note from the survey that 138 (55.2%)
respondents were aware about selforal examination, which can detect
early cancerous changes in the mouth.
Dr. Bhubaneswar Borooah Cancer
Institute (BBCI) was set up by a voluntary organization called 'Dr. B.
Borooah Cancer Society Trust'. Dr.
Bhubaneswar Borooah (4th September 1893 - 25th September 1956) was
a great physician, freedom fighter and
philanthropist of Assam. In 1958 at a
public meeting in Guwahati, a decision

was taken to set up a cancer hospital
at Guwahati to commemorate the
memory of Dr. Bhubaneswar Borooah.
Dr. Bhubaneswar Borooah Cancer
Institute (BBCI) was set up by a voluntary organization called 'Dr. B.
Borooah Cancer Society Trust'. Dr.
Bhubaneswar Borooah (4th September 1893 - 25th September 1956) was
a great physician, freedom fighter and
philanthropist of Assam. In 1958 at a
public meeting in Guwahati, a decision
was taken to set up a cancer hospital at
Guwahati to commemorate the memory
of Dr. Bhubaneswar Borooah. Late Dr.
Kanak Chandra Borooah, illustrious
brother of Dr. Bhubaneswar Borooah
was the Founder Secretary. Late Bimala
Prasad Chaliha, Debendra Nath Sarma,
Mahendra Mohan Choudhury,
Bishnuram Medhi, Dr. Ghanashyam
Das, Dr Birendra Nath Choudhury and
many others worked relentlessly from
its inception. The Institute was formally
inaugurated on 18th November 1973 and
became operational from 1974. The Institute was recognized as Regional
Cancer Centre by the Ministry of
Health & Family Welfare, Govt. of
India in the year 1980. On 6th of August, 1986 the Institute was handed over
to the Government of Assam by the B
Borooah Cancer Society Trust retaining its autonomy.
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Skill, Employment and

delete one's name in the portal by the registered job seekers after finding employment. Similarly, there must be
provision of auto deletion of names if the registered candidates do not renew their registration within stipulated
time, he added. He also directed to make the six under
construction ITIs in the state functional at the earliest
while taking steps for creating required new posts there.
He also issued instruction to appoint a Vice Chancellor
at the Assam Skill University soon to expedite activities
of the university. The Chief Minister instructed for taking steps by the ITIs to impart vehicle driving training to
5000 youths in the state in convergence with Transport
Department. Skill, Employment and Entrepreneurship
Department Minister Chandra Mohan Patowary, Principal
Secretary to the Chief Minister Samir Kumar Sinha, Principal Secretary of Skill, Employment and Entrepreneurship
Department K.K. Dwivedi were present in the meeting.

International MSME

recognizing the need to improve small business development, decided to observe June 27 as Micro, Small and
Medium-sized Enterprises Day. The aim of the resolution is to raise public awareness of the contribution of
MSMEs and actions required to support small business.
Addressing the participants, Patowary said, 'MSME is
synonymous to the industrial scenario in a state like
Assam. This is represented by the fact that there are
66,584 number of industries in Assam, out of which 88%
is Micro, 11.5% is Small and Medium industries. Assam's
GDP is Rs 4.09 lakh crore and industry sector contributes 39% to the state GDP. MSME is regarded as the
backbone of our economy. With minimum capital investment, MSME ensures maximum employment in comparison to the large industries which mostly rely on automation and Artificial Intelligence.' The Minister added that
in the present COVID pandemic situation, MSME sector
deserves special attention. 'Due to the lockdown,
MSMEs have been badly hit which led to the closure of
several units and hence, loss of employment and livelihood for workers.The Union Government had announced
Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan of Rs. 20 lakh crore stimulus package to revive and boost the MSME sector. Over
Rs. 1,536 crore have been sanctioned for the MSMEs in
Assam till May, 2021 under the Emergency Credit Line
Guarantee (ECLG) Scheme. Patowary reiterated the commitment of the State Government for the economic development and generation of employment through industrialization in Assam and ensuring ease of doing business to the investors and entrepreneurs. 'In order to create a business-friendly environment in the state, the
Assam Government introduced the Assam MSME (Facilitation of Establishment and Operation)Act, 2020 which
exempts entrepreneurs from the long procedures of approvals and inspections for setting up of MSMEs in the
state.' He further encouraged the entrepreneurs to take
initiative for commercial processing of local resources
like bamboo, agarwood, turmeric, ginger, etc. for value
added exports. Dr. KK Dwivedi, Principal Secretary, expressed the hope that the MSMEs will fully tap the potentiality that a growing consumer market offers.The
department officials explained to the entrepreneurs about
various policies, schemes, incentives to encourage investment and setting up of industries in Assam.

Handloom & Textiles

Considering the fact that more than one lakh weavers of
the state have Yarn Bank Passbook under which they
are entitled for 4.5 kg yarn per month, the Chief Minister
stressed on supplying quality yarn and asked the department to revisit the Yarn Bank Scheme to maximize
benefit for the weavers. The Chief Minister said that the
weavers have not been able to realize actual benefit as
presently there is no forward and backward market linkage for them, the Chief Minister asked the department to
take immediate steps for enhancing easy and direct access to market by the weavers. He also instructed the
department to take measures for upgrading skills of the
wavers. Further, with a view to promoting the handloom
products of the state, the Chief Minister directed to revive ARTFED and setting up display counters of
handloom products of the state at the Assam Bhawans
apart from exhibiting the same at different cities of the
country. Handloom & Textiles and Sericulture Minister
UG Brahma, Principal Secretary to the Chief Minister Samir
Kumar Sinha, Commissioner & Secretary of the department Monalisa Goswami and other senior officials were
present in the meeting.

Mass fish deaths

not due to poisoning but environmental degradation,"
said Suklabaidya. The department, as a short term measure, increased the oxygen level in water by showering
water through pump and creating wave action through
mechanised boats.

CM pays shraddhanjali to Kargil
War Martyr Captain Jintu Gogoi

Guwahati: Assam Chief Minister Dr. Himanta Biswa
Sarma remembered Kargil War Martyr Captain Jintu
Gogoi on his death anniversary. 22 years ago, when Captain Jintu Gogoi laid down his life on June 30, 1999, fighting Pakistani intruders in Kargil, he had sparked pride,
patriotism and a moment of glorification for the people
ofAssam. Taking to his Twitter, CM Sarma wrote, "Standing by the motto ~Yudhaya Krit Nischya (fight with determination), young Capt Jintu Gogoi made supreme sacrifice for the nation in Kargil War 22 years ago. My
shraddhanjali to the national hero from
Khumtai,Golaghat,for whom Assam as well as India will
remain proud for ever." Captain Jintu Gogoi has made
supreme sacrifice for the cause of the nation. Notably,
he was the captain in 17 Garhwal of the Garhwal Rifles.
He was posthumously honoured with the Vir Chakra for
fighting valiantly against the enemy. Despite heavy firing from the enemy, Jintu had moved ahead and sprayed
bullets on the enemy. He killed two enemy soldiers before being brought down by a burst of enemy bullets.
When the mortal remains of the young soldier - he was
just 28 - arrived home a few days later, every inch of
space on either side of the road from Jorhat airport to
Khumtai in Golaghat was packed with people shouting
"long live Jintu Gogoi". Captain Jintu was born in
Khumtai a small town in Golaghat district of Assam. Son
of, Hon Fg Offr Thogiram, an IAF veteran and Duluprabha
, Capt Gogoi had a sister, Luna. Capt Jintu Gogoi was
commissioned into 17 Garh Rif of the Garhwal Rifles Regiment, one of the most decorated regiments of Indian
Army. During 1999, his unit was deployed in J & K area
and when the Kargil war broke out, he was recalled from
leave to join his unit just 12 days after his engagement.
Capt Gogoi was an inspiration to the people of the entire
state, specially the younger generation. The state of
Assam was going through turbulent times during the
Kargil war as the Ulfa had given an open call to the
people of the state to back the Kargil intruders. The presence of Capt Jintu Gogoi and his inspirational words
made the people of Assam to back him and India. Capt
Gogoi was awarded the Vir Chakra on 15 August 1999 for
the courage, he displayed while leading his troops to
evict the enemy from Kala Pathar in the Batalik sector.
Op Vijay, Batalik Sector: 30 Jun 1999 On the night of 29th
June, Capt Gogoi and his troops were given a mission to
clear the enemy from Kala Pathar in the Jubar heights, a
ridge-line overlooking Jubar top, astride the National Highway connecting Srinagar and Leh. This area was near the
line of control in the Batalik region. Capt Jintu Gagoi took
charge of the mission and set course towards the objective
that entailed an arduous climb. L/NK Madan Singh, Rfn
Jaideep Singh, Rfn Varinder Lal (17 Garhwal), Sep Rajvir
Singh, Sep Dharambir Singh, SepVinod Kumar, Sub Harphul
Singh, Sep Gazpal Singh and Sep Krishan Kumar (17 JAT)
also accompanied Capt Jintu Gogoi. Capt Gogoi led his
troops to the top of the ridge, however, they were spotted
by the enemy and were surrounded from all directions. On
being asked to surrender Capt Gogoi living up to the motto
of his Regiment , "Yudhaya Krit Nischya(Fight With Determination)", charged at the enemy troops with the his Regimental war cry , "Badri Vishal Lal Ki Jai (Victory to the Sons
of Lord Badri Nath)". Capt Gogoi in a daring action killed
two enemy soldiers but also got injured during the exchange
of fire. He received a full burst from a machine gun in his
solar plexus but he continued firing till he collapsed. He
later succumbed to injuries and his body was found barely
150 yards from the picket on Jubar Top. Capt Jintu Gogoi
was given the gallantry award, "Vir Chakra" posthumously
for his bravery in utter disregard for his own safety. The
battalion launched fresh attacks in the subsequent days
and took Kalapathar. This paved the way for further successes - the battalion proceeded to take another dominating feature in the Muntho Dhalo complex, finally taking
Point 5285 despite heavy snowfall and effective enemy fire.
The battalion was later awarded the Battle Honour 'Batalik'
for its exploits in Op Vijay. Khumtai, a nondescript township in Golaghat district, has become a pilgrimage site after
Capt Jintu's "sacrifice" and people from far off places in the
state visit the small house of the Gogois to pay their respects to the brave son of the soil.

Yoga Delegates meet

mental health, Central Government is also promoting India at different levels like schools- Kendriya Vidyalaya,
Navodaya Vidyalaya, Universities etc. Other state Governments are also following the steps of Central Government. Many people are now attracted towards Yoga for
its health benefits. It is beneficial in lifestyle related disorders like hypertension, diabetes etc. It is helpful in
reducing stress and increasing peace of mind and mental health status. The Education Minister has assured
the team for the implementation of the proposal in coming days. This has been informed to media by Dr. S.K.
Sarkar, Dy. Registrar (Admin) of Mahapurusha Srimanta
Sankaradeva Viswavidyalaya, Nagaon.

Status of Excise, Forest and
Fisheries Departments
of Kamrup districts reviewed

Guwahati: Minister for Environment and Forest, Fisheries and Excise, Parimal Suklabaidya reviewed the status
and progress of different schemes of his departments
under Kamrup metropolitan district. In a meeting with
Deputy Commissioner, Kamrup (Metro) Biswajit Pegu,
MLAs Ramendra Narayan Kalita and Atul Bora, Principal Secretary, Excise, Rajesh Prasad, ADCs, Circle Officers, Excise officials and inspectors at DC's conference
hall, Minister Suklabaidya asked the officials to step up
the drive against illicit liquor (sulai) and liquor from
Arunachal Pradesh in the district. The Minister while
taking stock of 302 IMFL Off and 216 On shops and 72
country spirit shops operating in the metropolitan district, asked the officials to verify the documents whether
they are being operated by the original licencee or bogus persons. He directed the officials to form flying
squads headed by an Inspector for inspection of the
documents. Suklabaidya also asked the officials to see
whether spurious liquor is being sold with fake branding. He directed the officials to take immediate action
against those making illicit liquor from molasses (lali gur)
and fermented wash which poses serious health hazards. On revenue mobilisation, the Superintendent, Excise, informed that more than Rs.69 crore has been generated during April-May this year which is 60 cent increase compared to the same corresponding period last
year. The Minister asked the officials to keep a close tab
on the dhabas and restaurants serving liquor late into
the night and to initiate stringent steps against them.
Principal Secretary, Prasad asked the officials to step up
drive against liquor from Arunachal Pradesh being sold
in Guwahati and to initiate action against those flouting
Excise rules and cancellation of licences. Suklabaidya
asked the officials to promote ethnic drinks which will
put a stop to illicit liquor and generate revenue as well as
means of livelihoods for a section of people associated
with the trade. "We have to regulate and streamline everything associated with liquor to mobilise revenue and
most importantly to stop illicit liquor endangering many
a life," he stated. MLAs Kalita and Bora assured the
Minister of their support and cooperation in putting a
halt to illicit liquor (sulai) and preventing sale of liquor
from Arunachal. At a meeting with MLAs, DC, ADCs,
COs, CCF, DFOs Kamrup East and West, DFO, Wildlife
and DFO, Social Forestry and Range Officers, Minister
Suklabaidya asked the officials to free the forest lands
and protected areas from encroachments. Suklabaidya
asked the Forest officials to work in tandem with revenue officials of the district to properly identify the areas falling under the respective departments and initiate
the process of transfer of land accordingly. In this context, the Minister asked the department to move the government for creation of Zonal Master Plan. CCF,
Hemkanta Talukdar requested the DC to help in the process of collection and verification of land records enabling for proper identification and demarcation of forest and revenue lands. The meeting discussed encroachment at Amchang Wildlife Sanctuary and discussed ways
to free the lands from encroachers. It also discussed
about beautification of Deepor Beel, creation of buffer
zone and eco sensitive zone. DC, Pegu informed that the
administration had already identified 200 bighas surrounding the wetland which can be used as buffer zone.
Minister Suklabaidya also directed the Forest officials
to move the government for creation of Zonal Master
Plan. The issue of man-elephant conflicts also figured in
the meeting and the steps to be taken up to ensure hasslefree movement of wild pachyderms through elephant
management. He asked the officials to constitute teams
for keeping a 24x7 tab on the elephants coming out of
reserved forests in search of food and find ways to avert
conflicts. Plantations under the Social Forestry Division also came up for discussion. Officials apprised the
Minister about plantations of 5,000 saplings at Garbhanga
Reserved Forest and distribution of 3.71 lakh saplings.
Suklabaidya asked the officials to submit a report on the
status of saplings together with mortality rate to him.
Under the Territorial Division, plantations are being carried out on 102.78 hectare at Garbhanga under CAMPA.
The Minister also reviewed the status of sand and stone
mahals and the need for creation of new mahals to generate revenue. Suklabaidya urged the DC to help in the
Green Guwahati project from Panjabari to LGBI Airport
which the latter assured to provide funds. Officials informed the Minister that there are 2.42 lakh saplings
available with more than 25 species for the plantation
drive. In another meeting with Fisheries Development
Officers, Minister Suklabaidya reviewed the status of
schemes under APART, PMMSY, Ghare Ghare Pukhuri
Ghare Ghare Maach and hatcheries. He expressed displeasure over the sorry state of affairs of Government
owned Ulubari Breeding Centre with meagre turnover.
He asked the officials to file FIRs against those who
have got funds by way of instalment but did not utilise
the same for months together.
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Meet the Middlemen behind Farmers' Protest

The farmers' protest in Bharat

has been hijacked by commission agents and big farmers. If
small farmers have legitimate
concerns, their grievances
should be heard, but without
being hostage to big farmers of
Punjab, Haryana and Western
Uttar Pradesh. How long will the
nation tolerate these protests
that stop benefitting small farmers, who are most impacted by
the bills? Farmers' protests were
really never about farmers, but
more aboutArhatiyas, local moneylenders, and large farmers,
who thrive on the insecurities of
small farmers. They are nothing
more
than
commission
agents.For centuries, India has
been an agrarian economy and
rightly so as it is the most important Indian economy sector accounting for 18 per cent of India's
GDP and providing employment
to 50 per cent of the country's
workforce. Well, the picture has
changed. post-2004, India has
become a non-farm economy, in
accordance with economist
Ramesh Chand and his research
paper for the Niti Aayog. As per
the last agricultural census, of
14.57 crore agricultural holdings
in the country, 12.56 crore (86.21
per cent) are small and marginal
holdings (less than 5 acres), representing 47 per cent of the total
operated agricultural area,
against less than 1 per cent in
large holdings of 10 hectares and
above. Agriculture is the means
of support for half a billion
people and creates an approximate monthly income of Rs 6,000we reckon Rs 50 per person per
day for a family of four. This is
the most vulnerable section
which has been long
marginalised and even more so,
post-Independence but that indeed is a point of rumination for
some other time. Among the
marginalised and small farmers,

62 per cent are in Southern, Eastern and Northeast Indian states,
the highest being in Uttar
Pradesh (15 per cent, mostly in
eastern UP) followed by Bihar
(11 per cent). The lowest number of farmers under this category has been reported in
Punjab and Haryana, only 1 per
cent. Since its inception, what
became 'food for thought for everyone, is that farmers from the
states of Haryana and Punjab
were at the forefront of this agitation. Later, farmers from Western Uttar Pradesh also joined the
protests. Today, we dig deeper
to unravel the truth behind the
incessant and ongoing farmers'

Arhatiyas, profiting millions. It is
not concealed that Arhatiyas,
large farmers and local moneylenders, have been majorly responsible for the suicides of farmers in Punjab. In fact, in 2018, it
was estimated that farmers in
Punjab owe over Rs. 80,000 crore
to various banks and private
money lenders. This very lobby
of commission agents, including
large farmers, Arhatiyas and politicians, is condescending the agitation in the name of poor farmers to protect their Mandis, which
are the hotbeds of corruption,
monopoly, and politics what not.
For those who remember, back in
the 1990s, when the then PV

high commission of Arhatiyas,
Mandi fees and cess that states
collect, which account for as
much as 8.5 per cent over the
MSP in Punjab, amounting to
roughly Rs 4,500 to Rs 5,000 crore
each year." Worse still, his words
were echoed even by Surjit
Bhalla, a renowned economist,
who recently made an innocuous
but terse comment asking us to
"Be honest" in an editorial. He
remarked, dimly enough, "The
intellectual gymnastics played
by many learned people defending the farmer protests is so
shocking." The new legislation
will majorly impact influential
commission agents in 'Mandis'

. Yuvraj Pokharna
protest. It's been over six months
now since the commencement of
the farmers protest, but nothing
other than chaos has been
caused. Most farmers, owing
less than 5 acres of land, have
been depending on Arhatiyas,
big farmers or local moneylenders for earning their daily bread.
These small farmers take loans
from commission agents at burdensome interest rates in the
hope of returning on time. But
they mostly end up being caged
under their debt. In states like
Punjab and Haryana, agricultural
land is predominantly held by
large farmers, having more than
2 hectares (or 5 acres) of land.
The commission agents are
majorly active in the state of
Punjab and Haryana. There are
estimated to be around 48,000
Arhatiyas in Punjab. These are
also mostly moneylenders who
lend farmers at exorbitant interest rates, ranging between 18 to
24 per cent. Politicians from
Haryana and Punjab control agricultural marketing by becoming
members of the Mandis, forming
a strong network with the

Narasimha Rao coalition had first
announced India's liberalisation,
protests far greater had broken
out. People were scared and uncertain. Two decades in, we see
India's incredible success story
as a result of those policies. The
farm reform bills are precisely one
such step in the same direction.
For those who remember, back in
the 1990s, when the then PV
Narasimha Rao coalition had first
announced India's liberalisation,
protests far greater had broken
out. People were scared and uncertain. Two decades in, we see
India's incredible success story
as a result of those policies. The
farm reform bills are precisely one
such step in the same direction.
Everyone from economists to the
International Monetary Fund
(IMF), World Bank, and many
such multilateral agencies have
been all praise for the new reforms
and warned about the pressure
that the centre would face, and
we now know why!Ashok Gulati,
an agriculture expert and Infosys
Chair professor for agriculture, remarked, "Yes, what would certainly come under pressure is the
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and the politicians deeply rooted
in this old system don't want their
grip to be taken over by farmers.
The laws free up farmers from the
clutches of Arhatiyas and give
them the power to sell their produce to anyone they want. They
can sell it at factories, warehouses, silos and cold storages,
thus expunging intermediaries
resulting in full realisation of the
price for the farm produce. It's no
surprise that the opposition towards farm laws has been the
highest in Punjab and Haryana
because less than 1 per cent of
small farmers occupy agricultural
land in these states, percentage
cut in Mandi taxes, and other
levies in double digits. Not just
political manifestos of previous
non-NDA Governments but also
several studies of agricultural/
social scientists, farmers and industry proponents have
evangelised the same farm reforms that they now protest. Is it
political convenience, or is it the
case of the NDA stealing their
thunder? Well, this much is clear
now. In fact, private traders will
need to provide farmers more
benefits to allure them, like security, lower rate of interest, etc.,
to attract farmers. These reforms are the best method to
increase the income of small
farmers, owners of less than 5
acres of land. This competition
might persuade the Mandis to
shed malpractices like price-fixing and reduce their charges,
which is why commission
agents fear the new farm reforms. This is the gold standard
for a litmus test. Those who
claim to be pro-farmers and
bash the centre for all the wrong
reasons should answer how
can they claim to be pro-farmer
if they support middlemen and
commission agents. News
agency PTI reported that currently, wheat procurement is in
full swing in Punjab, Haryana
and Uttar Pradesh. "About Rs
8,180 crore has already been
transferred directly into Punjab
farmers' account," the Union
Food Ministry said in a statement. About 84.15 lakh tonne
of wheat has been procured
from Punjab so far in the ongoing 2021-22 rabi marketing season (April-March), it said. In
Haryana also, the MSP payment is being paid directly into
the bank accounts of farmers.
So far, Rs 4,668 crore has been

transferred, it added. About
71.76 lakh tonne of wheat has
been procured from Haryana.
Procurement of Wheat is being
undertaken by the central nodal
agency Food Corporation of
India (FCI) and state agencies.
According to the latest data, a
total of 222.33 lakh tonne of
wheat has been purchased up
to April 25 by these agencies
across the country in the current marketing season. Punjab
and Haryana are the top two
states leading in wheat procurement so far. The third state is
Madhya Pradesh, where 51.57
lakh tonne has been purchased
so far. "About 21.17 lakh wheat
farmers have already benefited
from the ongoing procurement
operations with MSP value of
about Rs 43,912 crore," the ministry said. The laws free up
farmers from the clutches of
Arhatiyas and give them the
power to sell their produce to
sell it at factories, warehouses,
silos and cold storages, thus
expunging intermediaries resulting in full realisation of the
price for the farm produce. It's
no surprise that the opposition
towards farm laws has been the
highest in Punjab and Haryana
because less than 1 percent of
small farmers occupy agricultural land in these states "Direct payment of MSP is being
rejoiced by the farmers of
Punjab/Haryana as for the first
time they are receiving direct
benefits against the sale of
their hard toiled crops without
any delay..." it added. Therefore, these groups want to safeguard their monopoly, portraying farmers at the front of these
protests, but fortunately, the
Central Government has backed
down due to the political and
international pressure. The
consistent efforts of the Central Government to implement
the new laws remind one of the
famous quote, "Where there is
a will, there is a way," but the
strong network of commission
agents and protests driven by
large farmers will apply full
force to safeguard their monopoly. This truth is hiding in
plain sight but needs a little introspection keeping personal
biases aside. The commission
agents and farmer unions,
which consist of large farmers,
have successfully garnered
support on social media,
blocked the Singhu border for
months now, created ruckus in
the capital. If small farmers
have legitimate concerns, their
grievances should be heard, but
without being hostage to large
farmers in Punjab, Haryana and
pockets of Western Uttar
Pradesh. This remains my fervent
hope and desire. The question
remains, how long are we going
to tolerate these protests that
stop benefitting small farmers,
who are most impacted by the
bills? If we extend tolerance to
the intolerant, tolerance is all but
destroyed.
(The writer is a media consultant and social activist from
Surat who keeps a keen eye on
contemporary issues, social media and policies)
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Scriptural sanction and historical antecedents
The Khilafat Movement that seems
to erupt in India in 1919 had scriptural
basis and historical antecedents that
date from the earliest days of Islamic
rule in India. To a devout Muslim, doctrine overrides conscience. Islamic
doctrine flows from a triad of Islamic
scriptures that includes Quran, Hadith
(narrative record of the sayings or customs of Prophet Muhammad) and the
Sira (biography of the Prophet
Muhammad) or the Sunnah (tradition
or way of the Prophet Muhammad).
Whether at a personal or community
level, it is scriptural sanction alone that
validates any thought or action as moral
or legal. Notions of righteousness, justice, goodness, wisdom and piety are
determined by scripture in its punctilious detail. They may not match and in
fact may run afoul of universal standards. Though the global Ummah
(community of the Islamic Faithful) is
by its very nature supra-national, fact
is that it is divided by territorial borders that are abhorrent to Islam. It is
not hard to imagine how a supra-national idea may translate into an extraterritorial pan-Islamic political movement. If the Khilafat Movement had
caught the imagination of Indian Muslims for at least six years, one may
safely assume that it had scriptural
sanction. As scriptural sanction has
timeless validity, one may also assume
that the Khilafat Movement had
historical antecedents and will also
repeat itself in future. Before we
proceed, a word or two about the term
'pan-Islamism'! The first use of the
term thus far discovered is that by
Franz von Werner (aka Murad
Effendi) in Turkischo Skizzen (German
for Turkish Sketches, 1877) and later
by French journalist Gabriel Charmes
in 1881. The closest Islamic equivalent term, Ittihad-i-Islam or the terms
Ittihad-i-Din and Uhuv vet-i-Din had
long been used in the correspondence
between the Ottomans and the Muslim rulers of India, Central Asia and
Indonesia (The Khilafat Movement in
India, 1919-1924, Muhammad Naeem
Qureshi, dissertation submitted to University of London, 1973, p. 6). Though
the term pan-Islamism is a relatively
late construct, the idea has its roots in
the following Quranic passage: "And
verily this Ummah of yours is one
Ummah and I am your Lord and
Cherisher, therefore fear Me and no
other." (23:52) Khilafat in early Islamic
history: The Quran mentions word
khalifa (lit.successor, pl. Khulafa) in
the sense of vice-regent or successor
in Verses 2.30. 4.59. 6.165, 35.39 and
38.26. The first Muslim ruler was none
other than Prophet Muhammad (570632). Though he started his Prophetic
mission in 610 CE, he started ruling
Medina in 622 CE. Thus, for ten years,
he was Prophet, Ruler, Military Commander, Jurist and Judge. Neither did
the Quran nor Prophet Muhammad
assign his Khalifa! In Islam, Prophet
Muhammad is the Seal of the Prophets (Quran 33:40) and no one can take
the place of the Prophet in his position
as Messenger of God. However, his
position as a ruler can be represented

by other Muslims for the Quran states;
"O you who believe! Obey God and
obey the Messenger, and those from
among you who are invested with authority" (4:59). The Hadith has numerous commandments regarding allegiance to a ruler, for example, "Whoever dishonours a ruler of Allah on
earth, Allah will dishonour him"
(Tirmizi, Al-Hadith, Tr. of Mishkat-ulMasabih, Vol.2, Islamic Book Service,
Delhi, p.560). The title of the first
Khalifa Abu Bakr was Khalifatu
Rasul al-Allah (Successor of Messenger of Allah). The first four Khulafa,
Abu Bakr (632-634), Umar (634-644),
Uthman (Osman, Ottoman 644-656)
and Ali (656-661) have been called as
Khulafa Rashidun (the rightly guided
Khulafa) by Sunni Muslims. All four
belonged to the Quraysh, the tribe that
included Prophet Muhammad's
Hashemite clan. During their period,
Islamic armies defeated the Sassanid
Empire, halved and almost destroyed
the Byzantine Empire and expanded
into South and Central Asia and
through North Africa into the Iberian
Peninsula. The period of the first four
Khulafa (632-661 CE) is considered
the Golden Age of Islam. Ironically,
the Golden Age was marked by the
murder of three of the four Khulafa.
After Ali, the Khilafat passed into the
hands of the Umayyads, the tribes-

.

when he migrated to Mecca in 1841
By 750 CE there was no longer anyone universally recognised Khilafat.
Independent rulers in the 'core' and
on the 'fringe' of the Islamic Empire
appropriated to themselves the titles
of Amir-ulMominin (lit. Commander
of the Faithful) and Khalifa. At one
time there were as many as three
Khulafa in the Muslim world, each
claiming the allegiance of the Faithful. Yet, in spite of the impotence of
the 'central' Khilafat, the fiction of its
authority, under a hieratic cloak and
exalted by jurists like Al-Mawardi
(974-1058) and Al-Ghazali (10581111), still survived and lingered even
after the disappearance of the
Baghdad Khilafat at the hands of the
Mongols in 1258 CE. Large portions
of the Sunni Muslim world continued
to submit to the Abbasid Khulafa at
Cairo and later to the Ottomans at
Constantinople (Qureshi, ibid, p. 7).
Khalifa-Sultan nexus in India: India
had been somewhat accustomed to the
fiction of the central Khilafat since the
very early days of the Arab conquest
of Sind in 711 CE. Practically throughout the pre-Mughal period, theAbbasid
Khulafa of Baghdad, and later their
fainéant (idle) successors in Cairo,
were regarded as the source and
sanction of the Sultans' legal authority. Some of the Sultans - Mahmud of
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men of Uthman's clan where it stayed
for 90 years. In 750 CE, the Abbassid
dynasty overthrew the Ummayyads
and established its Khilafat in
Baghdad, Iraq. Though they were
forced to cede authority to various
other dynasties in the Muslim world,
they continued to claim authority until
the Turkish Ottoman conquest of
Egypt in 1517. The Ottoman claim to
the Khilafat lasted from 1517 to 1924.
The Ottoman Empire was not just
another Muslim empire or state. It
carried aloft the banner of Islam
against Christian Europeans for some
five centuries, the conquest of
Constantinople having being accomplished by Sultan Mehmet in 1453.
Fiction of Khilafat in Islamic history:
Though devout Muslims are in the
thrall of the scripturally ordained concept of Ummah, the harsh reality is
that throughout history, Muslims have
been at each other's throats, each
accusing the other of being a renegade. They seem to behave as an
Ummah only when confronted with
infidels. Barely two decades after the
death of the Prophet, the notion of the
Khilafat was being questioned by the
Shias who refused to recognise any
Khalifa before Ali as well as by the
Khawarij who questioned the need for
a Khilafat altogether. Even among the
Sunnis, debate continues to rage
whether or not the Khalifa should be
from the blood-line of the Quraysh.
Shah Muhammad Ishaq (1778-I846),
the grandson of Wali Ullah, was probably the first Indian alim (lit. knowledgeable person; pl. ulama) to support the Ottoman political policies

Ghazna (998-1030), Shams-ud-din
Iltutmish (1211-1236), Muhammad bin
Tughluq (1325-1351) had especially
sought and obtained the Khalifal investiture. Even the few Sunni provincial dynasties which assumed Independence from Delhi did so in the name
of the Abbasid Khulafa, whose names
appeared on the coins. This practice
continued until the advent of the
Mughals in 1526 whose rule coincided
with the 'transfer' of the Khilafat from
Cairo to Constantinople. Though the
diplomatic exchanges between the
two Empires continued up to the late
18th century, the Mughals, like other
independent rulers (e.g. Shia Persia),
never conceded the Ottoman claim to
the 'universal' Khilafat. The position,
however, changed gradually when the
Mughal rule began to totter. There is
evidence, though scant, to suggest that
by the second half of the 18th century, the Muslims in India were developing some kind of attachment to the
Ottomans. Shah Wali Ullah (17031762), the famous Sufi of Delhi, twice
referred to the Turkish Sultan as Amirul-Mominin in his Tafhimat-i-Ilahiyah.
Later, in 1789, the gesture was reflected in Tipu Sultan's endeavour to
obtain an investiture from the Ottoman Khalifa Abdul-Hamid I (Qureshi,
ibid, pp.8, 9).Indian ulama's age-old
Turkish fixation The position of the
Indo-Muslim orthodoxy with regard to
the Ottoman Khilafat began to
crystallise in the 1840s. Shah
Muhammad Ishaq (1778-I846), the
grandson of Wali Ullah, was probably
the first Indian alim (lit. knowledgeable person; pl. ulama) to support the

Ottoman political policies when he
migrated to Mecca in 1841. From then
on, the inclination of the ulama, at least
of the Wali Ullah School, was to
recognise and actively to proclaim the
Ottoman title to the 'universal'
Khilafat. By the early 1850s, the Ottomans were themselves reported to
be pushing the Sultan's claim as
Khalifa in India through their emissaries. It is not surprising, therefore, that
in 1854 Lord Dalhousie (1812-1860),
the Governor-General of India, found
among Muslims considerable interest
and sympathy for the 'Commander of
the Faithful' as he was considered to
be. In fact, one consular report hints
at such activity as early as 1835 or
1836. When the Crimean War broke
out in 1854, 'great interest and excitement was reported to be felt by all the
Mussulman population in India, especially on the western frontier.' Links
with Constantinople became more intimate with the disappearance in 1858
of the last vestiges of Muslim rule in
India. In their search for a 'centre' and
to escape British reprisals, not only did
the Indian ulama turn to the Ottoman
Khalifa, but also, in a number of cases,
notably those of Rahmatullah
Kairanwi (1818-91), Haji Imdadullah
(1817-99), Abdul Ghani (d. 1878),
Muhammad Yaqub (b. 1832) and
Khairuddin (1831-1908), they migrated
to Mecca and some even visited Constantinople. Even those
ulama like Karamat Ali
Jounpuri (1800-73) who pleaded for
loyalty to the British did so, on the basis of the 'friendship that exists between the British Nation and the acknowledged Head of our Religion, the
Sultan of Turkey' (Qureshi, ibid, pp. 8,
9). Khilafat in Indian Muslim consciousness: The fixation with the Turkish Sultan was not unique to the ulama.
It was reflected in the Muslim press
and in the consciousness of common
Muslims at least from the 1850's, if
not earlier. A study of the nascent
Muslim press during the closing decades of the nineteenth century indicates a growing pan-Islamic tendency
among Muslims since the Russo-Turkish War of 1875, crystallising itself into
one of the basic strands in their orientation towards the British in India over
the next four decades which saw the
Turko-Greek War (1896), the Italian
raid on Tripoli (1911) and the Balkan
War (1912-14); (Review: The Khilafat
Movement: Religious Symbolism and
Political Mobilization in India by Gail
Minault; Review by Sharif al-Mujahid;
Pakistan Horizon, Vol. 39, No.2, 1986,
p.87). The Indian Muslims had been
praying for the long life, prosperity and
victory of the Khilafat al-Islam at the
khutba (a prescribed Islamic Friday
noon-prayer from the mosque pulpit
acknowledging the sovereignty of the
ruler) and pleading this cause in the
press and from the public platform
since 1870s (al-Mujahid, ibid p. 81).
The middle-class Muslim intelligentsia
represented by the likes of Sir Sayyid
Ahmed (1817-98) popularised this fiction of a central Turkish Khilafat.
(To be continued)

11
According to a recent United Nations

report the World's population is currently 7.7 billion and expected to increase by 2 billion people in the next
30 years i.e. to 9.7 billion in 2050.Also,
according to the World Population
Prospects 2019 report released by the
United Nations, the population of India is set to overtake that of China
within a decade. India's population in
2011 was 1.21 billion, against China's
1.34 billion. According to a statistical
study made in June, 2020, India is
home to about 1.38 billion people while
China has about 1.44 billion people.
China and India together account for
about 36% of total world population
and 67% of Asia's population. The
population of China is 59 million more
than India. China is of approximately
9,596,960 sq km, while India is approximately of 3,287,263 sq km. In
comparison to land area of both the
countries, China is 2.9 times bigger
than India. With a study of the above
statistical figures, by 2030 India can
be projected to be the most populous
country in the world. By an estimate
made in September, 2019 on religion
wise population growth rate in India
for the bracketed period 2010-2050,
India's Muslim population would grow
by 76% while Hindu population would
grow by 30%, and Christian population would be at below 20% . As such,
the cause of this high population
growth rate can be attributed to the
high rate of Muslim population growth
in India.
As per India's population Census
of 1951, India's population figure was
361,088,090 , which was an increase
by 42,427,510 than the 1941 Census
figure of 318,660,580, i.e. an increase
by 13.32%. A Census for the category
of displaced persons was also made
and according to that 7,226,000 Muslims left for Pakistan (East & West)
& 7,249,000 Hindus and Sikhs moved
into Indian territory after partition.
In 1952 India created the National
Family Planning Programme. The
Programme's primary objectives were
to lower fertility rates and slow down
population growth as a means to propel economic development. Under the
programme public health sector provided various family planning services
at various levels of health care system. But the Governments at the Centre and the States were not keen for
successful promotion of the
programme throughout the decades
long years. People were left to their
discretion to adopt family planning
measure. Few of the elite section of
people adopted the measure and restricted to small family norm. The bulk
of the population did not feel the necessity of small family, but rather preferred to increase family members so
as to strengthen workable manpower
in the family. The Governments at the
Centre perennially failed to realise the
danger of population explosion in a
country like India with slow economic
growth rate. The Congress Governments in stead of being concerned for
increased number of population, encouraged population growth to be used
as vote banks to remain in power perennially. Being encouraged by Congress and some other political parties
the Muslim population of East Bengal
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origin termed the family planning measures of the government to be antiIslamic and so they refrained from
adopting family planning measures.
Some orthodox Muslim leaders took
the lead to misguide and instigate the
Muslim populace not to cooperate
with the Government's family planning
programme sequel to a greater world
wide sinister plan for increase Muslim population in the Muslim minority
countries, specially those run by democratic governments like India. This was
encouraged mostly by some National
& International muslim organisations
working against the interest of the Indian Nation. There have been news
reports that some Indian Muslim
organisations are being funded by foreign organisations to carry on
antinational activities. Often national
level muslim leaders have been suspected of feeding their muslim brothers with the idea that in a democracy
like India, the greater is their population, the greater is their role to play in
elections to grab political power since
a voter's eligibility to vote depends on
his being adult in age only. So, the idea
infested in the minds of the religious
minority block of people that the only
means of gaining political power is to

opment. The first World Population
Conference sponsored by the United
Nations was held in 1954 in Rome, the
second in 1965 in Belgrade, the third
in 1974 in Bucherest, and the fourth
in 1984 in Maxico city. In 1999 a special Session of the General Assembly
on population was also held in New
York. The Conference adopted some
action plan emphasizing the fundamental role of women's interests in population matters, and gave prominence
to reproductive health and the empowerment of women. With population growth unchecked, other related
health programmes are sure to suffer. In the words of our Hon'ble Prime
Minister Sri Narendra Modiji, while
addressing the Nation on the Independence Day of 2019 - "Population explosion in the country will create various problems for the coming decades.
Those who follow the policy of small
family also contribute to the development of the nation. It is also a form of
patriotism". PM Modiji said - the aim
of his government is to ensure ease
of living in India along with ease of
doing business.
Worldwide there are organizations
including International Organizations,
Governmental Organisations, Non-
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elect leaders of their choice to the
political forums and for that end in
view they have to multiply their population . They are fed with the idea by
their mentors that greater the population, greater the power in hand. Suspectedly, a sinister game plan is being
worked out by some Islamic World
Bodies for Islamisation of the nonIslamic nations like India.
The abnormal increase in population in a country like India is a very
serious matter. Yet the men in the helm
of governance were not at all concerned to the problem. For a country
where more than 60% people are illiterate and economically backward,
Government's tough stand is needed
to compel the people en masse to
adopt the family planning measures.
Just after Independence Government
should have passed stringent family
control laws as to restrict multiple
births. but nothing was done by the
successive Governments. Our
neighbouring country China had rightly
and timely realised that population
growth hinders economic growth and
development, and so in 1979, the Chinese government introduced the most
crucial one family one child policy.
China implemented the birth control
programme strictly along with providing economic incentives to families
with fewer children.
Even though the European countries had not faced the problem of over
population growth, they were no less
concerned to the probable unbalanced
population growth and its impacts on
economic and other areas of devel-

governmental Organizations, Academic researchers, Political groups
etc. who promote a moderation of the
size of the human population. In the
United Kingdom the "Optimum Population Trust" is a Charity which campaigns to achieve a sustainable human
population, to protect the natural
world. In Switzerland, ECOPOP
(Ecology and Population) is a voluntary association dedicated to the preservation of non renewable resources
and the reduction of overpopulation.
In Australia "Stop Population Growth
Now" is a registered political party
whose prime objective is to stop population growth.
The National Population Policy
came into force in 2000. The Policy
states that the immediate objective of
the NPP 2000 is to fulfil unmet needs
for contraception, healthcare infrastructure, and health personnel, and to
provide integrated service delivery for
basic reproductive and child
healthcare. National Population Policy
2000 affirmed the commitment of government towards voluntary and informed choice and consent of citizens
while availing of reproductive health
care services. Even though the national population policy was in force
the governments' lackadaisical attitude
did not solve any purpose. The family
planning programme was a total failure due to lack of earnestness on the
part of the officials manning the department. It is said earlier that almost
all the muslims were not at all cooperative in family planning programme
as they thought it anti-Islamic to adopt

family planning measure. On the other
hand the idea of Islamisation of India
by increasing muslim population in the
secular India is doing round in the
minds of Islamist fundamental groups.
Though, during the emergency declared in 25th June, 1975 by the then
President Fakruddin Ali Ahmed at the
instance of Indira Gandhi led to oppressive rule by putting in jail many
opposition leaders on filmsy grounds,
yet the coercive sterilization measures
to implement family planning
programme by Late Sanjay Gandhi
was a right step against the people
showing defiance to family planning
programme.
In India there is the National Commission on Population. The Prime
Minister is its Chairman, the, NITI
Aayog is the Vice Chairman, Chief
Ministers of all States, Ministers of
related central ministries etc are in the
Commission. Presently the Commission is functioning under the Ministry
of Health. The Commission has the
mandate to review, monitor and give
direction for implementation of National Population Policy, to promote
synergy between health, educational
environmental and developmental
programmes so as to hasten population stabilization
The Hon'ble Prime Minister Sri
Narendra Modiji has rightly realised
the gravity of the population explosion
in India. All Governmental Schemes
and Programmes cannot be implemented properly because of the problem of overpopulation. Overpopulation
entails corruption and anarchy
amongst masses. Economy of the the
country cannot cope with the needs
and aspirations of the outnumbered
populace. Our Prime Minister during
his 2019 Independence day address
to the Nation cautioned the Nation of
the new challenges for coming generations due to population explosion.
He emphasized on Central and State
Governments'
launching
of
programmes to deal with it effectly.
Hon'ble Prime Minister gave vent to
his sense of patriotism saying that an
endeavour to control population
growth is a kind of patriotism. Because of his concern for over population in the country, the Population Control Bill, 2019 was introduced in the
Rajya Sabha through Rakesh Sinha,
MP, Rajya Sabha in July 2019. The
purpose of the bill is to control the
population growth of India. The proposed bill was signed by 125 Members of Parliament (MPs). However,
and is yet to become a law. On 7
February 2020, a Constitution
(Amendment) Bill, 2020 was proposed in the Rajya Sabha by Anil
Desai, MP. He proposed to amend
the Article 47 of the Constitution of
India and introduce an Article 47A
of the Constitution to state "The State shall promote small
family norms by offering incentives
in taxes, employment, education
etc. to its people who keep their
family limited to two children and
shall withdraw every concession
from and deprive such incentives to
those not adhering to small family
norm, to keep growing population
under control."
(Contd Page 12)
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Xi Jinping consolidates 'control' but PLA is 'acutely
unprepared' for conflicts, says US Congress report
C hinese President Xi
Jinping has made significant
gains in consolidating his
hold on the Communist
Party but 'reorganisation and
disruption' has perhaps made
the PLA acutely unprepared
for conflicts. "Xi appears to
have made significant gains
toward a second objective of
consolidating party control
over and ensuring the loyalty
of the armed forces. Xi has
extended his national anticorruption campaign to the
military. This is widely seen
as having allowed him to simultaneously curb waste
and
corruption
and
marginalize political rivals",
said the latest report of the
US Congressional Research
Service. These have
strengthened Xi Jinping's
personal control over the

armed forces and it is also
stated that Xi's reform and
reorganization process is
designed to improve the
PLA's ability to "fight and
win". The report, however,
stated: "As the PLA reorganizes itself, the force is undergoing a period of significant disruption, leading some
observers to question
whether the PLA might be
acutely unprepared for conflict while the reorganization
process is ongoing". It also
says, "there are indications
that Xi and other top leaders
remain concerned, as PLA
self-assessments in recent
years have continued to
question the loyalty of some
unnamed PLA leaders to the
Chinese Communists Party

(CCP)." Referring to the
Taiwan imbroglio, the report
says, although the People's
Republic of China has never
controlled Taiwan, it claims
"sovereignty over Taiwan,
maintaining that mainland
China and Taiwan are parts
of 'one China' whose sover-

.

says. "China's decision to
use force against Taiwan
likely would depend on factors such as political developments in Taiwan and
U.S.-Taiwan relations, and
whether China's leaders perceive that the door to
achieving their goal is open-

Nirendra Dev

eignty cannot be divided".
"China's leaders view
Taiwan's permanent separation from the Mainland as the
greatest challenge to its
"core interest" of preserving
China's "sovereignty and territorial integrity"," it says.
The Chinese leaders and
strategists believe the US
support for Taiwan seeks to
exploit and exacerbate the
cross-Strait divide in order to
contain China, the report

ing, closing, or standing still,"
it says. The US Congress
report also said that - "In
Hong Kong, the PLA operates a garrison, which historically has maintained a
low profile, although analysts and diplomats reported
increased troop numbers
and a higher degree of
readiness amid rising unrest
in Hong Kong in 2019". The
report highlights some facets of Chinese policy and

says, "Since the 1990s,
China's leaders have
sought to find synergies between economic development and military modernization, leveraging each to
enrich the other. This
sprawling and ambitious initiative, previously called
civil-military integration and
now referred to as militarycivil fusion, has taken on
greater resonance as the
PLA seeks to leverage advanced and emerging technologies". The report
claims, the consensus
among PRC military scholars and leaders is that "military superiority" in the 21st
century hinges on the ability
to harness civilian science
and technology resources
and integrate them into military operations".
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(From Page 11) The Bill proposes
to introduce a two child policy per
couple and aims to incentivize its
adoption through various measures
such as educational benefits, taxation cuts, home loans, free
healthcare, and better employment
opportunities. The2019 bill proposed
also talks about introducing penalties for couples not adhering to the
two child policy such as debarment
from contesting elections and ineligibility for government jobs.
Opinions are expressed in different circles for solution of the problem of over population. According to
some - empowering women, promotion of family planning, making education entertaining and government
incentives may be the solutions to
overpopulation. In my view, family
planning cannot be left to the choice
of the married couples. A China type
strict rule or regulation is needed for
controlling population explosion. The
proposed Bill pending in the Parliament may also need to be rectified
by introducing stricter provisions like
compulsory sterilisation after a birth,
compulsory abortion in case of pregnancy after two births and punishment for long term jail for rule
brekers, and the like. Another important thing is that once the rule or
regulation is made that must be
implemented with right earnest. The
officials responsible for execution
must be accountable and any slackness on their part must be promptly
and effectively dealt with. In India,
crores of rupees have been spent in
the name of family planning
programme with only a negligible result.
Having said all this as above, I
take it as an obligation on my part to
specifically mention the problem of

population explosion faced by the
Indian State of Assam. In the beginning of the twentieth century
Assam (the undivided Assam comprising all the North Eastern States
of today) was a very sparsely populated State. The population of
Brahmaputra valley was basically
consisted of people following the
Hindu way of life, and people of
various tribal groups whose culture
was not very different with those of
others adopting Hindu way of life.
while the Barak valley comprising
the present districts of Cachar,
Karimganj and Hailakandi (the part
was separated from East Bengal and
amalgamated with Assam at the time
of Independence) was inhabited
mostly by people of Islamic religion.
The Goveernment of India Act
1935 made provisions for a Legislative Assembly for each of the Indian
State, and as a result the Assam Legislative Assembly came into being on
the day of its first sitting on April 7,
1937 at Shillong, the erstwhile capital of the composite State of Assam.
It was to Assam's misfortune that
Maulavi Mahammad Sadulla became the 1st Premier of Assam.
Though in September, 1938 the
Premiership went to the hands of an
Assamese Sri Gopinath Bordoloi, he
too was dislodged by Mahammad
Sadulla after a year and came to
power in November, 1939 again and
remained in power till Independence.
Mahammad Sadulla, being a most
communal minded leader was responsible for importing lakhs of Muslims from East Bengal with the plea
of growing more food by agricultural
farming. The flow of immigrant
Muslims continued unabated and
thus Assam which was a thinly populated State became the most popu-

lous State in India later on with great
number of new Muslim settlers.
The partition of India curved out
a separate territory by the name of
Pakistan for Muslims only, while India declaring itself a secular country gave an additional opportunity to
Muslims to stay back in India and
also the Muslims to migrate to India
at their choice from the territory
marked out as Pakistan. Though
there was movement of people from
either of the two newly created territories of India and Pakistan initially,
most of the Muslims who left Indian
territory for Pakistan had migrated
back again to India. The Indian Constitution which was adopted on the
26th day of November, 1949 vide its
Article 5, 6,7,8,9 & 10 defined who
would be considered as a Citizen of
India. The Article 6 of the Constitution clearly mentioned that those
who migrated to Pakistan but returned back to India on or before
the 19 th day of July, 1948 would
be considered as Indian citizens.
This constitutional provision was
ignored and no any sincere effort
was made to implement the mandate of the Constitution by the
successive Congress governments
in the Centre and the State. Migration to India continued after
the said cut off date and the Government did not have record of
such illegal entrants. The abnormal increase of population led the
Assam Students Union to launch
the agitation to detect and deport
the illegal migrants back to
Bangladesh (former East Pakistan). The agitation resulted in
signing of the Assam Accord in
1985, but the Accord proved to be
of no use due to its ambiguousness of certain provisions, and

also the lack of sincerity in implementing the provisions. The Accord was a faulty document so far
as it made the 24th March,1971
as the cut of date for illegal migrants to be considered as Indian
citizens, against the constitution
mandated cut of date of 19th July,
1948 for migrants back to India
from erstwhile Pakistan (later
Bangladesh). The result is that the
illegal immigrant population figure
back in 1979, the year the agitation was started has increased
manifold today after 36 years of
signing the Assam Accord. It
would be relevant to cite a statistical data of religion wise population growth of Assam herewith :
According to 1971 Census, Muslim
population was 24.56% of Assam's
total population, while in 1991 census it rose to 28.43% of Assam's
total population. Again in 2011 Census, the total population of Assam
was 31,205,576, out of which
10,679,345 were Muslim population,
i.e. against 61% of Hindus there was
34.22% of Muslims. Observing the
trend of higher Muslim population
growth rate, the Muslim population
in 2021 Census will certainly cross
40% and by 2031 Census the figure
may touch half of the Assam's total
population.
In the premises stated above, the
Central Ministry of Health (handling
population matters) and the Ministry of Home Affairs are urged to consider the problem of Population Explosion in Assam along with serious
attention to the population growth in
entire India, and take the best of measures aimed at solving the problem.
(The can be reached at Mobile
No.
9435541653 & Email:
satyamatak@gmail.com )
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Post-election violence against Hindus
betrays medieval mindset of TMC goons
West Bengal's post-poll vio-

lence appears distinctly communal in nature. Ground facts
about lives, properties, agricultural land, open grounds
being illegally captured, the
dignity of women being rampaged by goons belonging predominantly to a particular
community are blood-curdling.
While Dhimmi Hindus are
being used as frontline oppressors in some places to oppress those Hindus who voted
against TMC, the heads controlling them belong to a specific community. For example,
Sukanta Pramanik of Falta
had been picked up by the local police & tortured by Policemen named Abhijit Hait,
Rafikuzzaman Sk & Sanjay
Bogie. Though frontline oppressors included Hindus like
Abhijit Hait & Sanjay Bogie,
the real control stayed with
Jahangir. Abhijit Hait,
Rafikuzzaman Sk & Sanjay
Bogie suggested Sukanta's
wife Manju Pramanik to
'settle the score with
Jahangir' to get Sukanta released from the Police Station.
Jahangir-phenomenon is ravaging the whole of Bengal,
especially the border-nearing
ones. 67 Hindu voters of a
particular booth of North 24
Pargana's Minakhan Assembly Constituency had fled from
their place immediately after
poll results came out on May
2. Makhan is located near the
Basirhat border. As they
wanted to return to their own
place, Sadhan Baj was asked
to send his wife Pinky Baj to
some 'Mudassar' for some
days as barter value. The
State is in panic & living a prolonged nightmare. Demography of Bengal's near border
assemblies changed steadily
due to ceaseless infiltration
cornering original Hindu inhabitants of the places. A section of original Hindu inhabitants as a result, got involved
in appeasing infiltrator-patron
lobbies to avoid day-to-day
toxic conflicts and also to earn
illegitimate bucks. Infiltrationindustry turned into a huge
source of corruption benefitting not only Muslims but also
sections of Hindus who turned
Dhimmis. A vicious cycle had
thus formed which continually
threatened existence of SCSTs of near border assemblies.
Hindus are losing ground due
to orchestrated, well-planned,
TMC-backed infiltration in

which Dhimmi Hindus too associated themselves with proinfiltrators either out of fear
or out of greed. A large section of threatened Hindus, this
year, grossly demonstrated
electoral rejection of TMC.
Anticipating such rejection,
Muslims of Bengal regimented behind TMC turning
West Bengal Election 2021

bined. This implies near-complete consolidation of Muslims
behind TMC. However, those
facing post-poll wrath of ruling party are Hindus. Who are
the perpetrators? Muslims in
reality, though frontline oppressors include Dhimmi Hindus in some places. Doesn't
data corroborate with communal nature of West

to tackle such crises on time?
Finding 5:- Muslim voters aggrieved of TMC too didn't
vote much for BJP. 65.52%
of those Muslims who voted
against TMC, voted for Left,
Congress, ISF, NOTA and
Independent combined while
34.48% of anti-TMC Muslims
voted for BJP. This shows
Muslims not only consolidated

. Debjani Bhattacharyya
into a war. Given below please
find important takeaways
from analysis of Election Data
procedural details whereof
had been provided in an earlier piece. Finding 1:- Considering 75% average overall
voter turnout, it becomes apparent that 45% of casted
votes came from Hindus, 29%
from Muslims & 1% from
other communities. Finding 2:Out of 100% of the existing
Muslim electorates of West
Bengal (which is estimated at
31% of the total number of
electorates of West Bengal),
approximately 91% appears to
have voted for TMC, 1% to
BJP & 2% to Lefts, Congress,
ISF, NOTA & Independent
candidates combined. About
6% of Muslim electorates abstained from voting. While
32.8% Hindu electorates abstained from voting, (refer to
a separate piece for substantiation of this claim) only 6%
of Muslim electorates did the
same. Electoral regimentation
is a by-product of electoral
discipline amongst Muslims in
which Hindus lag behind inherently. Finding 3:- Out of
100% casted Muslim votes,
(i.e. considering all casted
Muslim votes as 100% Muslim Vote, which, as stated earlier, is about 29% of total number of electorates), 97.1%
went to TMC, 1% to BJP &
1.9% to Lefts, Congress, ISF,
NOTA & Independent com-

Bengal's post poll violence?
Data would indicate it clearer
when booth wise mayhem
corroborated with ECI's booth
wise data & voters' list of corresponding booths in different
districts of West Bengal
would be elucidated later in
separate pieces. Finding 4:While 83.8% of Hindus who
casted their votes, voted
against TMC indicating huge
anti-incumbency against the
ruling party, (refer to a separate piece for substantiation of
this claim), 97.1% Muslims
voted for TMC. While antiincumbency existed amongst
Hindus, it didn't exist amongst
Muslims. Does this mean ruling legislation of TMC worked
only for Muslims & not for
Hindus? Does election data
analysis reveal TMC's Muslim-appeasement? Why did
42% Hindus of Bengal opt to
vote out TMC? What was the
root cause of their refusal? As
Hindus & Muslims of West
Bengal grossly differed in their
electoral choice, it indicates
clouds of crisis hovering over
the horizon of West Bengal's
democracy. TMC legislation
appeared to have kept one
community happy & other
grossly unhappy violating
many fundamental principles
of the Constitution of India.
Can Union of India remain silent spectator in such a situation? Or need to act upon prescriptions of the Constitution

for TMC, they grossly rejected
BJP alongside. Otherwise,
why even anti-incumbency
Muslims predominantly rejected BJP? Is such rejection
based on lack of Governmental co-operation? Answer is in
the negative. No report of
BJP-run Governments' negative bias against Muslims to
allot Governmental schemes
to them have ever featured in
public domain. While eligible
Muslims have not been selectively deprived from doles &
schemes announced by any
Government run by BJP anywhere in India, Muslims' blunt
refusal to BJP in West Bengal must be having some cause
beyond Governance. However, why should anything else
other than Governance influence electoral outcome of any
place, is a legitimate question.
Moreover, why should Muslims indulge in grabbing Hindus' solid & liquid properties,
lives & women after a mere
election, is the question that's
haunting not only Bengal but
India. Did they perceive election to be a war & hence, indulge in post-war plunder in
medieval manner? West Bengal is a State, 31% populace
of which formed a warlike
regiment thinking election to
be a war. Should such a State
which doesn't perceive democracy in right spirit have the
privilege to participate in any
further election in short fu-

ture? Union of India may
please ponder over such pertinent, theoretical arguments
as such arguments form the
very basis of democracy.
Finding 6:- As per ECI, TMC
accumulated 47.9% of total
casted votes of West Bengal
Assembly Election 2021. According to the inference
drawn from our own data
analysis, out of this 47.9%
votes, about 37.5% came from
Muslims, 9.7% from Hindus
& 0.7% from other community voters. [About 6% of total Muslim Electorates didn't
cast their votes implying that
those Muslim electorates who
casted their votes, constituted
about 94% of total Muslim
electorates. 97.1% of this
94% casted in favour of TMC
and overall average voter
turnout was assumed to be
75%. Hence 97.1% of 94%
of 31% out of total 75% =
37.5%(approximately)] Finding 7:- Considering 2 Crores
87 lacs 35 thousand 420 votes
of TMC to be 100%, 78.3%
of those came from Muslims,
20.3% from Hindus & 1.5%
from other community voters.
TMC's win is based on Muslim votes & the masterminds
of Hinducidal mayhem in
Birbhum, South 24 Parganas,
North
24
Parganas,
Coochbihar,
Pashchim
Medinipur, Purba Medinipur
& elsewhere are predominantly Muslims barring one or
two exceptions. As Muslims
voted TMC to power, have
they demanded leverage to
vandalize Hindus' lives &
properties in return? Is that the
silent deal between TMC &
perpetrators of Hinducidal
Bengal violence? Such hypotheses also corroborate with
ground fact that Police &
Administration are not only
inactive against the perpetrators, but also backing them
with necessary information.

Is such rejection based on lack of Governmental co-operation?
Answer is in the negative. No report of BJP-run Governments' negative bias against
Muslims to allot Governmental schemes to them have ever featured in public domain.
While eligible Muslims have not been selectively deprived from doles &
schemes announced by any Government run by BJP anywhere in India, Muslims' blunt
refusal to BJP in West Bengal must be having some cause beyond Governance. However, why should anything else other than Governance influence electoral outcome of
any place, is a legitimate question. Moreover, why should Muslims
indulge in grabbing Hindus' solid & liquid properties, lives & women after a mere
election, is the question that's haunting not only Bengal but India.
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(From Page 5) helped and sheltered
Pinky Baj and many others mainly from
South and North 24 Paraganas, Birbhum,
Howrah, East Midnapore, West Midnapore
and Kolkata. Reign of Terror Hours after
the results of the Bengal Assembly elections were out and it was clear that
Trinamool Congress led by Mamata
Banerjee would be forming the Government, goons owing allegiance to the party
unleashed a reign of terror, unseen in the
history of democratic India. Armed with
machetes, sticks and bombs Trinamool
goons, mostly Muslims, descended on villages, singled out BJP supporters, burnt
their houses, attacked men, molested and
raped women and assaulted children.
Many villages were ethnically cleansed,
triggering Hindu exodus to safer villages
in Assam. Muslim man rapes woman of his
mother's age That Wednesday (June 2) will
remain etched in her memory as one of
horror and abject humiliation. That evening,
Smt R says, some Muslim boys came to
her house and threatened her to leave her
house. Her crime: She supported BJP. They
told her that she could return after 5 years,
if the BJP formed the Government in Bengal. "Later during the night, they came back
and dropped a bomb in front of my house.
The next day, they dropped another
bomb," said Smt R. The next morning, Smt
R consulted her neighbours, who advised
her to keep her daughter-in-law in some
safe place, and she sent her to a neighbour's
house. On the night of June 5, the rape
survivor says that the TMC goons-Usman, Gautam, Shushanta and Subrotoagain came to her house around midnight.
She was alone in the house, asleep, with
her daughter's son. She knew the men
meant trouble, and did not respond. But
that did not stop the horror that unfolded.
Khela Hobe in Bengal The Union Ministry
of Home Affairs has sought a report from
the Bengal Government over reports of this
post-poll violence in the State. A delegation of the Group of Intellectuals and Academicians (GIA) led by convener Monika
Arora, Advocate, Supreme Court of India,
presented a fact-finding report on post-poll
violence in Bengal titled as Khela in Bengal 2021 before Union Minister of State Shri
G Kishan Reddy. Talking about the postpoll violence and rampant crimes against
women in Bengal, Arora says, "We have
over hundred statements and all these
statements relate with the fact that it was
targeted violence by TMC and Jihadi elements against BJP, RSS, booth level workers, Scheduled Caste, Schedule Tribes,
women and most marginalied sections. The
method adopted was Khela Hobe, Khela
Hobe, where the entire mob used to start
from one place, throwing bombs,
vandalising, and looting the houses, attacking the men with sharp weapons, sticks
and iron rods, sexually assaulting and raping the women. Talking about those who
had to leave their homes fearing their lives,
Arora says, "Now for people who fled
away from their houses, three conditions
are put before them, only after fulfilling
them, they can return home. Number one,
pay money-anything between from Rs
10,000 to lakhs. Number two, you have to
send the females of your house to TMC
and these jihadi elements for them to rape.
Number three, you have to join TMC."
"You have to say sorry and give a Maafi
nama. You have to write and pay fine for
being in BJP. The only, and only sin these
people have committed is not voting for
TMC. Democracy is really under threat and
danger in Bengal," Monika Arora, Advocate, Supreme Court of India. Ironically, CM
Mamata Banerjee's thumping win in the
Assembly polls was termed as a victory
for 'Bengal ki beti', while many other betiyas
from her State paid a very heavy price for
not supporting her party. TMC leader

Mamul Sheikh, along with 10-12 Muslim
goons, barged into 21-year-old Gudia's
house (name changed) in Birbhum on May
2. Her father was a BJP worker. The goons
took out a country-made revolver and
aimed at her father. Then seven men took
turns to violate her. This happened in front
of the hapless father. The Muslim men then
wanted to kill both father and daughter.
Sheikh suggested: "Ladki aur baap ko maar
do nahi to humare liye zehar ho jayega."
Gudia (name changed) says her father
somehow managed to wrap her naked body
with his pagdi and dragged her out of the
house from the back. They managed to flee
in someone's vehicle and have since then
not been able to go back home. Poonam
(name changed) from Haldipara village PS
Monteswar, Purba Bardhaman, is a prisoner in her own house, as she says TMC
gundas have cordoned off the whole area
and the whole village is under siege. They
are allegedly not allowing anyone to go
out or come inside the area. "I am a BJP
supporter, and due to this fact alone TMC
goons stormed into my house to punish
me and beat me up with dandas and their
bare fists.They tore my saree, my blouse,
and assaulted my breasts with a knife multiple times. They kept touching my private
parts," said Poonam. NCW inquiry and visit
to Bengal The National Commission for
Women (NCW) after taking suo-moto cognizance of the Twitter posts and other media reports and in exercise of the powers

around 250-300 people stranded there, including more than 50 women.After talking
to all the female victims, the following atrocities/crimes were highlighted by the
victimised women staying at shelter homes:
Physical assault on the women by the
TMC goons The houses of the women
have been vandalised Bombings were carried out on their homes to kill all members
The women have been receiving rape and
threat calls every day. The women are
forced/pressurised to live in a single room
along with other women in this pandemic
time The women in the shelter house are
not getting any medical facilities The
women have left their elderly family members at home and no one is there to look
after them. They were worried about their
welfare Mothers of young girls were worried about the safety of their daughters and
want them to leave the State The women
have expressed that they were feeling very
unsafe in this shelter home as they are not
getting any protection from the police or
State authorities All women have stated
that they do not have enough space to
sleep at night and they are staying in dormitory system with two women sleeping
together on the same bed in each dormitory without social distancing and endangering them to high risk of getting COVID19 virus Mohammed Karim Sheikh and
Tarzan Sheikh raped a minor girl inside an
ambulance at Farakka in Murshidabad district. The rape survivor, a 12th standard

Rape as a Weapon
conferred under Section 10 of the National
Commission for Women Act, 1990, constituted an Inquiry Committee under the chair
of Smt. Rekha Sharma, Chairperson, on
May 5, 202Ito inquire into the alleged incidents. The Inquiry Committee report states,
"The National Commission for Women had
come across a number of Twitter/Social
Media Posts posting videos, photographs
wherein allegedly TMC goons are beating
BJPWomen Workers in all districts of West
Bengal which also includes the heinous
crimes like rape and murder. The social
media posts highlighted the incidents of
Kendamari Village, Nandigram, East
Medinipurand one girl was brutally raped
and murdered at Village Hamna, P.S-Pingla,
West Medinipur, West Bengal post Assembly election results." The Inquiry Committee visited the spot and submitted its report. Some of the observations of the NCW
Committee formed under Chairperson
Rekha Sharma are: The police officials are
not taking any conclusive or effective steps
to provide security to women All the State
Government authorities are neglecting the
voice of women victims There are no effective rehabilitation schemes for women
in distress The women of the State are unable to come forward to speak as they are
afraid that state authorities/police authorities will never provide protection. Thus,
there is no freedom of expression which is
a total violation of democratic rights People
are so scared that they cannot move out
freely and many of them are taking shelter
here and there. Thus, freedom of movement, right to live with dignity, etc., which
is their Fundamental Right have been totally deprived The police officials appear
to be supporting the goons instead of protecting people 7) Shelter homes are not
available 8) Police officials are not registering the FIRS on the complaints given by
the women The committee also received
information that many stranded women,
who were victims of violence, had to leave
their homes and were staying at shelter
houses; and met these women. The inquiry
committee visited Maheshwari Sadan at
ChittaranjanAvenue in Kolkata. There were

student, had gone to Farakka to visit her
uncle. They raped her multiple times and
dumped her in an unconscious state on
the way Recommendations by NCW (i)
Police officials' need to be sensitised for
providing protection to all the citizens of
the state irrespective of their political affiliation (ii)Accountability of police and other
state authority to be fixed so as to ensure
that every citizen gets justice (iii) Number
of women police officials to be increased
and regular training for handling women
issues to be conducted (iv) The Fundamental Rights of the people of the state
need to be ensured (v) Para-military forces
have to be deployed along with police and
the citizens do not have confidence on
State police authorities (vi) People should
be given the right to exercise adult franchise without any fear (vii) Women staying in temporary shelter homes should be
given security and their houses should be
re-constructed so they can safely go home
(viii) Police, as well as para-military forces,
should be deployed at sensitive areas(ix)
Helpline for women who are homeless because of violence (x) Awareness of gender streaming need to be created by the
State Government (xi) Free medical facilities for women affected by violence
(xii) State should make sure that women
are given work/job to earn as they can
become easy target for trafficking (xiii)
Fear and shortage of livelihood make
women and children especially young
girls easy targets (xiv) State should make
sure education of children must not suffer because of violence BJP Activist who
Slapped Mamata's Nephew Murdered
Debashish Acharya, who had slapped
West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee's nephew and TMC's general
secretary Abhishek Banerjee in a campaign rally in 2015, was murdered on June
17. Acharya had campaigned for the BJP
in Assembly polls.The Bharatiya Janata
Party has demanded a CBI inquiry into
his murder. According to reports, some
unidentified men attacked Acharya in the
night. He sustained severe injuries in his
head and later succumbed in the

hospital.In 2015, he had slapped
Abhishek Banerjee in a public function.
People present on the stage surrounded
Acharya and thrashed him severely.
More than 30 BJP members and RSS volunteers have lost their lives in the postpoll violence unleashed in the state by
the TMC cadre. Woman paraded naked
in Alipurduar The NCW has also taken
cognisance of a news article wherein it
was reported a woman was paraded naked and beaten up brutally in Alipurduar,
West Bengal. The NCW chairperson had
also written to Virendra, DGP, West Bengal to direct police to take immediate action for the arrest of all the accused. NCW
has also directed SP, Alipurduar district,
to appear virtually before NCW on June
16 to apprise them of the status update
in the matter. It has also been reported
that while only three accused are in police custody, eight accused named in the
FIR are still absconding. The letter mentioned: "The Commission is unable to
comprehend atrocities perpetrated to
women in the State of West Bengal that
are reported on a daily basis. The Commission condemns the pitiable state of
law and order in the State. There is
undisputedly laxity and dereliction of
duties on the part of the police in not
taking immediate and prompt action in
the matter." No State for Women Post
the Assembly election results, there is
an increasing number of rapes being reportedly committed by Muslims in communally sensitive areas in West Bengal.
The victims are generally Hindu minor
girls. In one such spine-chilling incident,
two criminals -- Mohammed Karim
SheikhAnd Tarzan Sheikh -- were accused
of raping a minor girl inside an ambulance. The incident allegedly took place
in Farakka, in Murshidabad district. The
minor girl is a resident of the Chaksudapur
area of the Malda district. She went to
visit her uncle's house in Farakka. The
15-year-old girl, a secondary school student, was raped repeatedly by the two,
one of them the ambulance driver, and
dumped in an unconscious state near a
culvert. Police have arrested the two
criminals, Mohammad Karim and Tarzan
Sheikh. Mohammad Karim was driving
the ambulance in which the heinous
crime was committed. Despite such
shocking incidents, not a single word of
condemnation has come from the "mahila
Chief Minister" who claims to have won
because the women voted for her. "Are
these women not 'Banglar Meye' just because they don't follow your ideology?
Are the women of Nandigram,
Hingalganj, Minakha, East Burdwan not
women or girls of Bangla? The number
of rapes and molestations that followed
the post poll results prove that for Mamata
Banerjee it is only her vindictive politics that
matters - Humanity has no place in West
Bengal right now," said Rakhi Mitra, BJP
State secretary Mahila Morcha. No Rights
for the Wronged On conditions of anonymity, a Bengal-based Human Rights activist
and social worker, who has travelled deep
into several districts of Bengal, said he witnessed extreme levels of atrocities committed by TMC workers/supporters on political opponents. He says districts such as
Purba and Paschim Midnapore, 24, South
and North Parganas, Hooghly, Birbhum,
Malda, North Dinajpur are the worst affected. Around 5,000 people left the state to
save their lives and honour. Pinky, Gudia,
Poonam,andcountlessmore-allthesewomen
voices are waiting for justice. They were punished for no crime, for just supporting the
Opposition party in Didi's Bengal. Is this the
victory of democracy as Mamata and her supporters claim it to be or the dance of fascism
that goes on unabated and unreported in Bengal, the so-called bastion of culture?
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Payment of Monthly Honorarium to Religious
Workers by Govt of AP- Will it Stand Judicial Scrutiny?
The Government of Andhra
Pradesh has issued orders vide
GENERALADMINISTRATION
(SC.I)
DEPARTMENT
G.O.MS.No.52Dated:14-05-2021,
enhancing financial support to
the religious workers in places of
worship of two important religious
communities of the State viz., Hindus, Muslims. In the case of Christians, it is a new scheme. It leaves
out three other minorities- Sikhs,
Jains and Buddhists. The present
G.O cites "ensuring religious harmony" in the state as the main
objective of payment of monthly
honorarium to religious workers
of different religions. The G.O. further mentions extension of payment to functionaries working in
churches is similar to the support
being given to theArchakas working in temples and Imams/Muezzins working in mosques. However, this is a false comparison as
the G.O. very clearly states that
the quantum of payment to
Archakas is based on grade of the
temple, which in turn depends
upon income generated by the
temple. It clearly means that Hindu
temple archakas are NOT paid out
of the public exchequer. The
Scheme for Payment of Honorarium to Imams and Muezzins of
Mosques inAndhra Pradesh commenced in June 2016. The G.O.
mentions that: "The scheme for
payment of Honorarium to the selected Imams and Muezzins of the
non-income earning Masjids in
the State of Andhra Pradesh is intended to support the Andhra
Pradesh State Waqf Board since
the Board is not in a position to
meet the expenditure. TheAndhra
Pradesh State Waqf Board shall
take steps to strengthen the respective Waqf institutions to attain self-sufficiency to meet the
expenditure." The latest order
marks the beginning of state funding of religious workers inAndhra
Pradesh. Promoting communal
harmony was not the objective
stated at in 2016. The new G.O.
not only increased the quantum
of payment for Muslim religious
workers but also introduced payment of monthly honorarium for
Christian religious workers. But
by including the enhancement of
honorarium for Hindu archakas in
this G.O., an impression is sought
to be given out that even they are
being paid out of state exchequer,
which is factually incorrect. The
state is yet to show any concern
towards Hindu archakas rendering their services in temples without any income. On the contrary,
the state is meddling with Hindu
religious institutions through legislation and administrative actions
by arbitrarily fixing the remuneration of Archakas, grading of
temples, appointing Executive Officers, interfering in dharmic rituals of temples, disposing off
temple assets etc., Can Public
Funds Be Used For Payment To
Religious Workers? This raises
the larger question whether the
public money can be used to pay
individuals of a particular religion
with the purported objective of
ensuring communal harmony? In
2012, the Government of West

Bengal issued instructions for
payment of monthly honorarium
to Imams in mosques. The decision was challenged in Calcutta
High court (W.P. No. 358 of 2012)
and the decision of the government was quashed. The highlight
of the judgement are: 1) The State
Government cannot spend any
money for the benefit of few individuals of a particular religious
community ignoring the identically placed individuals of the
other religious communities since
the State cannot discriminate on
the ground of religion in view of
the Article 15 (1) of the Constitution of India. 2) The State Government by providing funds for
making payment of honorarium to
the Imams and Muezzins has
acted in clear violation of the provisions enshrined underArticle 14
and 15 (1) of the Constitution of
India. 3) No exercise has been
made by the Competent Authority of the State Government to
ascertain the financial condition
of various other members of the
Muslim community as well as
members of other religious communities before taking the decision for issuing the impugned
memorandum. 4) The public pur-

pose mentioned inArticle 282 cannot be a purpose which offends
the provisions of Article 14 and
15 (1) of the Constitution of India.
5) Imams and/or Muezzins are few
individuals of the Muslim community and attached with the
mosques. Decision to provide
honorarium to the said individuals cannot serve the general interest of the community as a
whole. 6) We hold that the impugned memo issued by the State
Government is not only discriminatory in nature being violate of
Article 14 of the Constitution of
India but the same also discriminates on the ground of religion
which offendsArticle 15 (1) of the
Constitution of India. 7) We are
constrained to hold that the
grants made by the State Government for providing honorarium to
the Imams and Muezzins were not
for the public purpose as mentioned in Article 282 of the Constitution of India 8) Hon'ble Supreme Court in the case of Sri Divi
Kodandarama Saram & Ors. Vs.
State of A. P. & Ors., reported in
1997 (6) SCC 189 considered the
payment of salary to 'Archaka' of
Hindu Temple. In the aforesaid decision, Hon'ble Supreme Court
made it clear that public fund cannot be utilised for the purpose of
making payment ofArchakas and
trust looking after the temple was
advised to collect donation from
the public to defray the expenses.
9) No provision has however,
been made in the Constitution
authorising the State Government to make payment of the
honorarium to few individuals of
a particular religious community.
As a matter of fact, Government
cannot spend any money for the
benefit of few individuals of a
particular religious community to
the exclusion of the members of

the other religious communities
in view of specific provision of
Article 15 (1) of the Constitution.
10) The concerned Executives of
the State Government have
squandered public money by releasing funds to the Wakf Board
for the purpose of making payment of monthly honorarium to
the Muezzins even in absence of
any government order under Article 166 of the Constitution of
India. We take strong exception
for spending money even in absence of appropriate government
order under Article 166 of the
Constitution of India. Thus it is
very clear that payment to religious workers from public funds
has been held to be "squandering of public money". The objective cited in the Govt. of AP
G.O. i.e., "communal harmony"
also fails to stand judicial scrutiny in view of observation (5)
cited in above judgement. The
judges have clearly held that
payment too few individuals of a
particular community does not
serve the interests of all members
of that community, leave alone
serving promotion of inter-faith
communal harmony. The judgement also referred to a judgement

.

Madrasa Teachers' Welfare Fund
Act, 2019, which is passed for
disbursing pension and other
benefits to madrasa teachers.
This is an ongoing case but it is
pertinent to note that courts
have consistently upheld the
view that governments cannot finance any religious activity and
such actions are unconstitutional. Article 46 of the Directive
Principles of State Policy enshrined in the Constitution of
India call upon the state to "promote with special care the educational and economic interests
of the weaker sections of the
people". Anomalies observed in
recent payment of honorarium to
religious workers in Andhra
Pradesh: In May, 2020, the Government ofAndhra Pradesh made
a one-time payment to religious
workers who are facing hardship
and distress of various religious
institutions, as a measure of relief arising out of break out of
COVID-19 Pandemic. A sum of
Rs.33.92 crores was sanctioned
out of Disaster Relief funds. The
ratio of religious workers to
population of that religion as per
2011 was highly irrational. While
Christians constituted 1.39 % of

K Sahadev

of Hon'ble Supreme Court in matter of payment of honorarium to
Imams. Hon'ble court clarified
that the scheme formulated by
the SC was for payment of a uniform scale of salary to Imams
from income of the respective
state Wakf Boards and not public funds. "The Hon'ble Supreme
Court in the aforesaid decision
never directed the State Government or the Govt. of India to take
the responsibility for making
payment to the Imams who are
admittedly performing the duty
of leading the community prayer
in the mosques. KERALA HC
JUNE 2021: June 2021, the Kerala
High Court on Tuesday asked the
state government, why they were
financing a religious activity
while considering a petition
against the former's decision to
provide pension to madrasa
teachers in the state. The order
was issued on a petition filed
seeking to quash the Kerala

the population of AP, Christian
religious workers received 43.99
% of total amount paid out. Every 24th Christian in the state is
a religious worker, if we go by
2011 census figures for the state
of AP. " The state is yet to show
any concern towards Hindu
archakas rendering their services in temples without any income. On the contrary, the state
is meddling with Hindu religious
institutions through legislation
and administrative actions by
arbitrarily fixing the remuneration of Archakas, grading of
temples, appointing Executive
Officers, interfering in dharmic
rituals of temples, disposing off
temple assets etc.," This lead to
a peculiar situation wherein, in
some areas, the number of Christian religious workers was more
than the actual number of Christians in the area. Sample figures
from Prakasam district: In addition, data obtained through RTI

queries on the details of Christian religious workers who were
paid honorarium showed that 60
% of Christian pastors in the
sample were holding Hindu community certificates. This raised
many questions and exposed
lack of strict scrutiny in the processing of applications for sanction of honorarium to religious
workers. The present G.O. has
laid out 3 eligibility criteria that
have to be fulfilled by the applicants to be considered under the
scheme. (a) Church should be
registered under the Societies
Act; (b) land should be registered in the name of Church; (c)
institution should not have any
other source of income. This is
in addition to the existing conditions of the Christian religious
worker holding Christian community certificate and being a
qualified Christian religious
worker. However the additional
eligibility criteria have not gone
down well with the Christian religious worker community. In
videos and social media posts,
they have been pointing out
that most of the churches are
not registered as societies and
they have been functioning from
premises owned / taken on rent
by the religious worker on individual basis. In some cases, the
churches are functioning from
structures raised on public land.
Christian community elders expressed the opinion that not more
than1,000Christianreligiousworkers will meet the criteria and thus
eligible to receive monthly honorarium. Well established churches,
popularly known as mainline
churches pay monthly salaries,
have regular postings/transfers
and promotions. Religious workers from such churches will be out
of the purview of the present
scheme. Thus it will be interesting
to see whether the present scheme,
as outlined above, will stand judicial scrutiny if and when challenged in a court of law. Also, it
will be keenly observed whether
the government will heed to the
concerns raised by Christian community and relax existing eligibility
criteria.
(Author is Research Associate
at 'Center for South Indian Studies', Hyderabad )

India's IT Rules 2021
(From Page 5) The Rules of 2021 will definitely fill that vacuum and after implementation of the Rules, offenders could not get away
with their crimes so easily. Time and again
Supreme Court of India have directed the Government of India to frame necessary guidelines to eliminate child pornography and related contents on online platforms and other
applications. Back in 2018, the Supreme Court
in Re: Prajwala Letter case holds that the Government of India may frame necessary guidelines/SOP and implement them within two
weeks so as to eliminate child pornography,
rape and gang rape imagery, videos, sites, content hosting platforms and other applications.
Further in 2019, in the case of Facebook vs

Union of India, the Hon'ble Supreme Court of
India said that it was imperative to frame a
proper regime to find out the persons/institutions/bodies who are the originators of such
content/messages. It has become necessary
to get such information from the intermediaries. The Government of India fully recognizes
and respects the fundamental rights of the
Citizens of India guaranteed under part III of
the Constitution of India and its constitutionality can only be decided by none other than the
Hon'ble Supreme Court of India. The Rules
have been framed in exercise of statutory powers of the Information Technology Act, 2000
after fully taking into consideration the principles
of reasonableness and proportionality.
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